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Events Calendar: 

January Winter Woolfest 2019, The Columbian 
Theatre, Wamego, KS  www.winterwoolfest.com/ 

January 8-10: Topeka Farm Show, Kansas Expo Center. 
https://eventegg.com/topeka-farm-show/ 

January 10-12: Great Plains Growers Conference. 
Missouri Western University, St. Joseph, MO 
www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org 

January 10: Prairie Conservation in your Backyard, 
Topeka Zoo, Topeka, KS  Prairie Conservation in the 
Backyard 

January 15: WRAPS Land & Stream Health Workshop, 
Improve Soil Health & Reduce Streambank Erosion, 
Nemaha County Community Building, Seneca, KS 
Register at: https://wraps.eventbrite.com  

January 16: DCCD Soil Health Event, Douglas County 
Fairgrounds http://www.douglasccd.com/ 

January 17: Planning your Best Garden, Topeka 
Shawnee County Public Library https://www.shawnee.k
-state.edu/lawn-garden/events/ 

January 19: Kaw Valley Eagle Day, Billy Mills Middle 
School, 2734 Louisiana St., Lawrence https://
www.jayhawkaudubon.org/kaw-valley-eagles-day 

January 23 & 24: Soil Health U & Trade Show. Tony’s 
Pizza Bicentennial Center, Salina, KS http://
soilhealthu.net/ 

January 27: Astronomy Associates of Lawrence, Baker 
Wetlands 7-9pm  

January 29-30: No Till on the Plains Conference, 
Wichita http://www.notill.org/ 

February 7: Seed Starting, Clinton Parkway Nursery 

February 16: Women in Agriculture, Corning 
Community Center, Corning Kansas for more 
information contact Nemaha County Conservation 
District 785-336-2186 ext. 110 Register here 

February 12: DCCD Annual Meeting, Douglas Co. 
Fairgrounds, Lawrence (Open to the public) 

February 21: Slow Money NE Kansas Entrepreneur 
Showcase, Cider Gallery, Lawrence https://
www.slowmoneynekansas.org/ 

 

Please Join Us 
 

Douglas County Conservation District    
73nd Annual Meeting 

 

Tuesday, February 12th, 2019, 6:00 p.m. 
Flory Meeting Hall, Douglas County Fairgrounds 

2110 Harper, Lawrence 
 

Reservations required by  February 5st. 
 

AGENDA 
▪ Buffet Dinner. 

▪ Report of district activities and financial affairs for the 
prior year. 

▪ Poster Contest winners award presentation. 

▪ Presentation of Kansas Bankers’ Awards. 

▪ Election board Supervisor to serve for a term of three 
years. 

Please join the District as we celebrate our 73 years of 

operations. It is you, the farmers, landowners, and 

producers who make our mission worthwhile.  

Call our office at 785-843-4260 ext. 3 or e-mail 

douglasccd1@gmail.com to make your reservation by 

February 5st. You may also complete the reservation form 

on page 3 of this newsletter. 

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting 
individual responsibility for the conservation of        

Douglas County natural resources. 

https://www.winterwoolfest.com/
https://eventegg.com/topeka-farm-show/
https://www.greatplainsgrowersconference.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/2033497043608687/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2033497043608687/
https://wraps.eventbrite.com
http://www.douglasccd.com/
https://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/events/
https://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/lawn-garden/events/
https://www.jayhawkaudubon.org/kaw-valley-eagles-day
https://www.jayhawkaudubon.org/kaw-valley-eagles-day
http://soilhealthu.net/
http://soilhealthu.net/
http://www.notill.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/Clintonparkwaynursery/events/
https://www.slowmoneynekansas.org/
https://www.slowmoneynekansas.org/
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The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
USDA Service Center.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, please 
call 785.843.4260. 

DCCD Info & Events 

 

Photo by Steven Hallstrom 

 

 

Join Neal Kinsey as he returns for our 2nd  Douglas County Conservation 
District Soil Health Event.  

Neal Kinsey began consulting in 1973 after completing a program of study developed and taught by Dr. 
William A. Albrecht.  Clients range from small gardens to large farms both conventional and no-till in all 
50 states and 75 other countries. His program is based on the system of providing soil nutrients to cor-
rectly treat the soil and the plants that grow there, using soil chemistry to correct the soil's physical struc-
ture to build the "house" for the biology to flourish.   

Neal Kinsey’s book Hands – On Agronomy is a comprehensive manual on effective soil fertility manage-
ment providing many on-farm examples to illustrate the various principles and how to use them. The 
function of micronutrients, earthworms, soil drainage, tilth, soil structure, and organic matter is explained 
in thorough detail.  Kinsey demonstrates how to recognize and remedy common problems and examines 
the importance of balancing soil nutrients for maximum yield.  

Registration will begin at 8:30 and lunch will be provided. 

Please RSVP by emailing DCCD at douglasccd1@gmail.com or calling 785-843-4260, ext. 3 

Soil Health Event 
Wednesday, January 16, 2019 

8:30 — 4:00 
Flory Meeting Hall, Douglas County Fairgrounds 

2110 Harper, Lawrence 

Please welcome Jeremy Gaines. 
the Conservation District’s new Conservation Technician  

Jeremy represents the fourth generation of the Gaines 3-M Ranch on the west side 
of Clinton Lake. He grew up throwing hay, working cattle, and helping-out on the 
family farm out west near Colby, KS. Lawrence has always been his home, he attend-
ed all local schools and studied Ecology for several years at KU before starting his 
family. He has two boys, Baret, aged 5, and Asher, aged 11.  

In 2010, he earned my Permaculture Design Certification, and started his own opera-
tion, Wakarusa Valley Permaculture, in 2016. His previous work experience includes 
several local farms: Pendelton's Country Market, Chestnut Charlie’s, Juniper Hill 
Farms, and Riverside Farms by Lakeview Lake.  

Jeremy likes to spend time with his boys, hiking, composting, or going to the movies, 
but he also enjoys watching KU basketball and following the Chiefs (even in years when they don’t have a superstar 
quarterback). He is excited to be working with the conservation district, the NRCS in Douglas County, and local pro-
ducers, helping evolve our local ecology, and securing our natural resources far into the future.  

https://www.ifoam.bio/es/dr-william-albrecht
https://www.ifoam.bio/es/dr-william-albrecht
https://www.amazon.com/Hands-Agronomy-3rd-Neal-Kinsey/dp/1601730403
mailto:randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net


Page 3 Events 

Do you have an idea or interest that you Would like to share, or a topic you would like to see 
covered as part of the Conservation Conversation? Contact our office: 785-843-4260, ext. 3. 

RSVP for DCCD 73st  

Annual Meeting 
Tuesday, February 12th, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. at the Flory Meeting Hall at the Douglas 

County Fairgrounds, located at 2110 Harper, Lawrence, KS.  RSVP by Feb. 5st. 

 

Number attending:__________________ 

 

Name:__________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:_________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail:_________________________________________________________ 

 
Clip and send this registration to DCCD, 4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Lawrence 66049 or      

e-mail:   douglasccd1@gmail.com 

No-Till on the Plains Conference 
January 29-30 

Kansas Hyatt Regency Hotel and Century II Convention Center  
Wichita, KS 

 

The 2019 Winter Conference will offer international, national and state experts on topics designed to 
promote soil health. Breakouts will discuss farm economics, soil health, holistic management, cover 
crops, grazing management, nutrient efficiency. Some of the featured speakers are  David Montgomery, 
Jay Fuhrer, Dr. Christine Jones, Grant Sims, and Dr. Kristine Nichols for a complete list visit the website 
here .   

January 28th Beginners Workshop: This all day workshop is aimed at producers looking to make the 
transition to no-till practices. Attendees will learn about the basic concepts of no-till and the transition 
hurdles their farm will experience.  

January 31,  Agriculture’s Innovative Minds (AIM) Symposium: presented by No-till on the Plains. This 
year’s event focuses on the latest information from leading soil health scientists and management 
practices being used by regenerative growers.  

For more information: http://www.notill.org/events/23rd-annual-winter-conference 

mailto:randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
http://www.notill.org/conference/winter-conference-speakers
http://www.notill.org/events/23rd-annual-winter-conference
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Recognizing the importance of conservation education for youth, the Douglas County Conservation 
District,   in association with the Kansas Association of Conservation Districts, sponsors a yearly poster/
essay/limerick contest. This year’s theme was “Watersheds-Our Water Our Home”.  

Limerick     
1st Place(tie)  Felix Kirkland  Raintree Montessori 
1st Place(tie)  Collin Ploharz  Sunset Hill 
2nd Place  Oliver Blakley  Raintree Montessori 
3rd Place   Cleo Trigg  Raintree Montessori 

2nd - 3rd Grade Poster      
1st Place  Edison Sinkler  Raintree Montessori  

4th-6th Grade Poster       
1st Place  Addison Powers  Sunset Hill 
2nd Place  Kailani Mitchner Sunset HIll 
3rd Place   Izzy Gean  Sunset Hill   

The winners will receive their awards at the DCCD Annual Meeting on February 12th.  

Thank you to all the teachers and students who created thoughtful and colorful posters and limericks.  

Soil is the foundation for 
many of the items we use in 
our daily life, such as food, 
clothing, clean water, homes 
and more. Healthy soil 
equals healthy food, which 
equals a healthy you. Don’t 
treat your soil like dirt! .  

Education is a critical element of the conservation effort 
at the local, state, and national levels. Educating young 
people about the benefits of conservation helps to ensure 
the next generation will be wise stewards of America’s 
natural resources. NRCS offers free K-12 educational 
materials to download here. 

Kindergarten through high school students are welcome 
to enter. Full rules and application can be found on our 
website: www.douglasccd.com  Entry deadline is 
September 20, 2019 

Youth Conservation Education 

The theme for 2019   
Poster/Essay/Limerick Contest  is  

“Life in the Soil: Dig Deeper”    

Kindergarten—1st Grade Poster     
1st Place  Julian Duft  Raintree Montessori  

Soil is a dirty topic, but everyone needs to learn more about it!  

 

 Welcome Heather McPeek 
Education and Outreach Coordinator  
for the Conservation District 

Heather relocated to 
Kansas for a job and 
decided to stay. She has a 
Bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration 
from Baker University.  

Her interest in the local 
food system led her to help establish a Farmer’s 
Market in Eudora,  work for several local 
producers and is a founding member of Slow 
Money NE Kansas.  Working for local producers 
she saw the need for an organization like Slow 
Money NE Kansas, whose mission is to develop a 
diverse network focused on investing in our local 
food systems, economies and communities 
statewide. 

She has 3 sons, the youngest (pictured) is a high 
school senior in Eudora.  In her free time she 
likes to spend time with her sons, ride horses 
and garden. 

 

https://nacdnet.z2systems.com/np/clients/nacdnet/catalog.jsp?catalog=13
http://www.douglasccd.com/
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WHAT IS IT?  

The walk-in hunting access (WIHA) program kicked off in 1995 in an effort to 
enhance the strong Kansas hunting heritage by providing hunting access to 
private property. The program has grown to one of the most successful access 
programs in the country. By 2004, over 1 million acres were enrolled in the 
program providing countless opportunities for sportsmen to pursue their 
favorite game at no additional charge. Although the majority of the acreage 
provides good to excellent upland game bird hunting, some areas provide 
opportunities for deer, waterfowl and squirrel hunting as well. Landowners 
receive a modest payment in exchange for allowing public hunting access. 
Payments vary by the amount of acres enrolled and length of contract period. 

Contract dates can be established from September 1 or November 1 through January 31 of each year. In addition, 
other lands are leased for spring turkey hunting only (April 1- May 31). Land enrolled can be in CRP, native rangeland, 
wheat or milo stubble and riparian or wetland areas. The area is posted with signs designating it as WIHA, regularly 
patrolled, and safety zones clearly marked.  

BENEFITS: 

There are several reasons to participate in addition to the lease payment. Many landowners own land far from their 
home or do not have time to worry about who is hunting on their land. It may be more convenient for them to enroll 
their property in the WIHA program. The department publishes detailed atlases of properties enrolled in the program 
and hunters are asked not to contact landowners. Conservation officers will periodically patrol WIHA properties much 
like other public hunting areas. While incidents are a rarity, violators will be ticketed or arrested for offenses such as 
vandalism, littering, or failing to comply with regulations. The WIHA program provides hunters with a place to hunt 
while leaving the land in private ownership. Landowners can withdraw from the program at any time, but will be paid 
a prorated payment amount. Properties withdrawn after atlas production will be posted as no longer enrolled.  

Another primary reason landowners enroll their property in WIHA is release of liability concerns.   State law provides 
immunity from damages or injuries resulting from ordinary negligence when private land is leased to the state for 
recreational purposes.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

You can visit the web page by clicking on the following link: Walk-in-Hunting-Access-Program  

or by contacting: 

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
Brad Rueschhoff 
District Wildlife Biologist 
300 SW Wanamaker 
Topeka, KS  66606 
785-273-6740 
brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov 

Conservation Partner Profile 
Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our “Partners in Conservation”. Whether we cooperate by 
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our 
partnerships with groups in the community. 

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism—Walk In Hunting Access 

https://ksoutdoors.com/Hunting/Upland-Birds
https://ksoutdoors.com/Hunting/Big-Game-Information/Deer
https://ksoutdoors.com/Hunting/Migratory-Birds
https://ksoutdoors.com/KDWPT-Info/Locations/Hunting-Fishing-Atlas/Spring-Hunting-Atlas
https://ksoutdoors.com/Services/Private-Landowner-Assistance/Wildlife-Biologists/Walk-in-Hunting-Access-Program
mailto:brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov
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District Drill 

 

The optimum time to plant native grasses is December 1st-May 15th, so as 
you plan your spring projects, remember the District has a seed drill 
available for rental. The LandPride 606 NT seed drill has a 6-foot head and, 
with three seed boxes, warm season grasses, cool season grasses, and forbs 
can all be seeded. The rental rate is $100 check-out fee, plus $10 per acre. 
For more information, contact Randy at 785-843-4260, ext. 129. 

 2019 Conference for  
Kansas Women in Agriculture  
February 7-8,  Manhattan, KS 

Women Managing the Farm conference provides a 
supportive setting in which women can develop the 
skills, resources and knowledge needed for success in 
a competitive agricultural environment. Conference 
sessions are designed to keep women up-to-date on 
the latest advancements in agriculture and thriving 
within their rural communities. The 2019 conference 
speakers will be Dr. Jayson Lusk, a food and agricul-
tural economist, Attorney Stacey Seibel, who special-
izes in estate planning law, Dr. Mykel Taylor, KSU As-
sociate Professor in the Department of Agricultural 
Economics, and Amanda Freund, a third generation 
family farmer who manages three farm businesses, 
and their value added product, CowPots. 

More information about speakers, programs, exhibi-
tors, registration and scholarships can be found at 
the website, womenmanagingthefarm.com 

January 23-24, Tony’s Pizza Event Center, Salina, KS 

Soil Health U is a two day event providing high-quality in-
struction to teach High Plains farmers and ranchers how to 
sustainably maximize profit from every acre of land. 

This event reflects land as a resource that  when treated 
with care, can continue to provide for farmers and ranch-
ers even when times are tough. Building soil organic 
matter provides more water holding capacity, giving soil 
resiliency to produce even in times of weather extremes. 
Well-managed soils make soil nutrients more readily avail-
able, reducing the need for commercially applied fertiliz-
ers. Soils possessing healthy characteristics have fewer 
weed problems, pest problems and disease problems—all 
of which must be combated with chemical applications. All 
this can be managed by reducing tillage, diversifying crop 
rotation, adding grazing of crop residues, and adding cover 
crops. 

Information is available on the website at soilhealthu.net 

The mission of Slow Money NE Kansas is to build a diverse network of individuals, 
philanthropists, businesses, nonprofit organizations and government entities that 
are focused on investing in our local food systems, economies and communities 
statewide. Slow Money NE Kansas is a chapter of the National Slow Money 
Organization. 

The Entrepreneur Showcase is a networking opportunity for entrepreneurs to 
engage in discussion with Showcase attendees, distribute collateral and promote themselves. 
Entrepreneurs of all stages of business development, from start-up to expansion, are welcome and 
encouraged to apply. Selected entrepreneurs will get the chance to tell their story to interested investors. 

For more information:  https://www.slowmoneynekansas.org/ or by email slowmoneynekansas@gmail.org 

February 21, 2019, 7:00 pm  
The Cider Gallery, 810 Pennsylvania St, Lawrence, KS 66044  

Slow Money NE Kansas Entrepreneur Showcase 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001orVrQIbu5h9YmWK03c8fvL81TN0XRiHKGABqXjbsIcSObZdBlWrieE_tx7-gEwDsk-KDmLyyugDCVqa5i-A07OEXU2MuuRqgbgsDtwo2xUJOdy3JU4lLcBcX4xdIzrPVNJn9tIEZ5VYumQTijvrsLZ_4ezssHnbg2Bx8OeFdPqJKpg0EWkWY4Q==&c=DWDRdyVhWLdyzCS01gUEQUd4HihjBMCdW6teFkPna
http://soilhealthu.net/
file:///C:/Users/Clyde/Documents/Custom Office Templates
file:///C:/Users/Clyde/Documents/Custom Office Templates
https://www.slowmoneynekansas.org/
https://www.slowmoneynekansas.org/
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Located in the USDA Service Center: 
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A 
Lawrence, KS 66049 
Phone:  785.843.4260, ext. 3 
 
District Manager: randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net 
Soil Technician: jeremy.gaines@ks.usda.gov 

Douglas County Conservation District  

Find Us Online: 

Website: www.douglasccd.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 
Follow us for quick up to date information! 

DCCD Friends of Conservation 

Friend of Conservation 
The Douglas County Conservation District has a great opportunity available for you! Become a Friend of 
Conservation in Douglas County and we will promote your business on our website, in our quarterly 
newsletter, and at our annual meeting. Conservation is important in Douglas County, and what better way 
to show support than joining with the District to become a Friend of Conservation. 
 
• Your donation of $50 will list your business as a Friend of Conservation on our website during 2018. 
• Your donation of $100 will list your business on our website, plus give you a business card-sized ad in 

our quarterly newsletters which are mailed to nearly 800 Douglas County landowners and business. 
• Your donation of $250 will list your business as an annual meeting sponsor in addition to all the 

benefits listed above. 
 
Friend of Conservation funds will be used to help with 2018 Annual Meeting expenses and various 
education programs administered by the Douglas County Conservation District. Thanks for your support of 
conservation! 

2018 Friends of Conservation 

“the organisms in the soil eat first, and the 
crops grown on the soil eat second.”  

Neal Kinsey 

http://www.douglasccd.com
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
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DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Board of Supervisors: 
Jordan Olsen, Chair 
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair 
David Brown, Treasurer 
Mike Flory, Member 
Lowell Neitzel, Member  

District Personnel: 
Randy Winchester, District Manager 
Heather McPeek, Education & Outreach  
Jeremy Gaines, Soil Technician 

Natural Resources Conservation Service: 
Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist 

Farm Service Agency 
785.843.4260, ext. 2 
Johnathon Alley, County Exec. Dir. 
Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech. 
Jessica Yost, Program Tech. 

Douglas County Conservation District 785.843.4260, ext. 3 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund.  All 
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age or handicap. 

http://www.douglasccd.com
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Events Calendar: 

April 6: Basics of Native Plant Gardening - Lawrence 
9:00 AM, Raintree Montessori, 4601Clinton Parkway, 

Lawrence: RSVP  grasslandheritage@gmail.com 

April 6: Kansas River Celebration 1:00 PM - 3:00 PM, 
Burcham Park, 200 Indiana Street, Lawrence 

April 7: Paris to Pittsburgh, Movie screening and 
discussion: Lawrence Public Library https://
www.paristopittsburgh.com/   

April 12: GAPs Certification Training Workshop: 
Olathe, K-State Olathe Campus. https://
www.kansasfarmersunion.com/event/gaps-
certification-training-workshop-olathe-5/ 

April 18: Basics of Native Plant Gardening - Eudora 
7:00 PM, Eudora Community Center: RSVP to 

grasslandheritage@gmail.com 

April 19: Prairie Night at Lebo Library : RSVP to 

grasslandheritage@gmail.com 

April 20: Lawrence Earth Day 11:30 - 4:00 PM, South 
Park, 1141 Massachusetts St, Lawrence, KS 

April 24-25: Eastern Kansas Grazing School, 
Celebration Hall, Franklin County Fairgrounds 
http://www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu   

April 29: Introduction to Produce Safety and Farm 
Tour, Douglas County Extension Office http://
www.growinggrowers.org/workshops.html 

May 4: Equine Pasture Management 2-4 PM, Douglas 
County Trail Riders Clubhouse: RSVP  
douglasccd1@gmail.com 

May 11: World Migratory Bird Day, Baker Wetlands 

May 14: Pond Management 6:30-8:00 PM, Douglas 
County Fairgrounds Flory Meeting Hall, RSVP: 
douglasccd1@gmail.com 

May 18: GHF Native Plant Sale 9:00 AM—1:00 PM, 
Trinity Episcopal Church Lawn, 1011 Vermont, 
Lawrence : RSVP to grasslandheritage@gmail.com 

June 1: National Prairie Day 9:00 AM—1:00 PM, 

Burroughs Creek Trail at 15th St in Lawrence  

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation  
of Douglas County natural resources. 

PRESCRIBED BURNING 

 

WHO TO CONTACT 

Douglas County has a burn hotline for those wishing to burn. Call 785-
832-5394 to hear the current burn status and to record your burn with 
the Douglas County Dispatch Center (as required by the resolution).  
Be prepared to share the following information when logging your 
burn: 

• Location of the intended burn and the name, address and telephone 
number of the person responsible 

• Duration and schedule of the burning 

• Description of the proposed burn 

https://www.douglascountyks.org/depts/emergency-management/open-
burning-regulations-and-safety 

BEFORE YOU BURN 
Contact your USDA Service Center at (785) 843-4260 or Douglas 
County Extension Office 785-843-7058 for help developing a burn 
plan and for information on Workshops.  

• Prepare a burn plan and stick to it.  

• Always notify your neighbors and local fire department before 
conducting a prescribed burn.  

• Call off the prescribed burn if the weather isn’t right or it’s 
expected to change during the burn. 

Use the NRCS guidelines to become familiar with the basics of con-
ducting a safe, successful prescribed burn. NRCS Prescribed Burning 
Conservation Practice Information Sheet: https://
efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/MO/
PrescribedBurn_InfoSheet_4_08.pdf 

https://wraps.eventbrite.com
https://www.paristopittsburgh.com/
https://www.paristopittsburgh.com/
https://www.kansasfarmersunion.com/event/gaps-certification-training-workshop-olathe-5/
https://www.kansasfarmersunion.com/event/gaps-certification-training-workshop-olathe-5/
https://www.kansasfarmersunion.com/event/gaps-certification-training-workshop-olathe-5/
https://wraps.eventbrite.com
https://wraps.eventbrite.com
http://www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu
http://www.growinggrowers.org/workshops.html
http://www.growinggrowers.org/workshops.html
https://wraps.eventbrite.com
https://wraps.eventbrite.com
https://www.douglascountyks.org/depts/emergency-management/open-burning-regulations-and-safety
https://www.douglascountyks.org/depts/emergency-management/open-burning-regulations-and-safety
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/MO/PrescribedBurn_InfoSheet_4_08.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/MO/PrescribedBurn_InfoSheet_4_08.pdf


Page 2 DCCD Information 

Photo by Steven Hallstrom 

Have You Had Your Soil Tested? 
Douglas County Agriculture Producers are eligible for up to 5 free soil tests each year through a grant from the Douglas 
County Conservation District. 

How to Collect Soil Samples 
Proper collection of a representative soil sample is important for 
accuracy and analysis of test results. 

1. Decide if your field can be treated as one sample or needs to be 
broken down into separate smaller samples. If you believe the 
soil type, previous crop and fertilizer treatments are consistent 
across the field, treat it as one sample. If soil type and topogra-
phy change across the field, different crops have been planted 
on different parts of the field, or there are problem spots, break 
the field down into smaller units to sample. 

2. Using a soil probe, dig vertically to a depth of 4 inches for es-
tablished fields such as brome, alfalfa or a no-till field. Fields 
that are worked up should have samples taken from 6 inches. 
Avoid sampling in old fence rows, dead furrows, low spots, 
feeding areas, and other areas that might give unusual results. 
If information is desired on these unusual areas, obtain a sepa-
rate sample from the area.  

3. Take at least 10 – 15 samples from the field and mix the sam-
ples together in a clean container to create a representative 
sample. The more sub samples you take, the more assured 
you'll be that soil test results are representative of your field. 
Bring approximately two cups of the mixed soil to the Douglas County Extension Office in a paper bag. 

4. Samples should be dry. You can let samples air dry, but do not use heat to dry your samples. 

Bring or mail the soil sample(s) to: 

   Douglas County K-State Research and Extension, 
   2110 Harper St. 
   Lawrence, KS 66046 
   785-843-7058 
   Office hours: Monday – Friday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Soil Information Sheet - Please provide the following information: 
1. Name, complete mailing address, e-mail and phone number 

2. Sample depth 

3. Previous crop and its yield 

4. Intended crop and a yield goal (indicate if this is a new seeding for pastures) 

5. If pasture, classify as brome, fescue or native/prairie.  

Lab Results 
The sample will be sent to the Soil Testing Laboratory at Kansas State University for analysis. Their results will be ana-
lyzed by our Agriculture agent and a report will be mailed to you. The average time required to complete the analysis is 
2 – 3 weeks. During the spring season, this turn-around time may take longer due to the increase in samples volume. 

Find Us Online: http://www.douglasccd.com/ and Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

https://www.agronomy.k-state.edu/services/soiltesting/documents/farmers/SOIL_SAMPLE_FARMER_INFO_SHEET%20form%20fill.pdf
http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
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What topic you would like to see covered as part of the Conservation Conversation?  
Contact our office: 785-843-4260, ext. 3. 

Purchase Native Grass Seed from the Conservation District 

The Native Warm Season Grass (NWSG) mix 
consists of: 

• 35% Big Bluestem 

• 15% Little Bluestem 

• 20% Indiangrass 

• 10% Sideoats Grama 

• 10% Switchgrass 
 
Please Contact the Conservation District for a 
full list of seed available for grass, wildflower 
and forbs. 

Phone: 785-843-4260 ext 3  

Email: douglasccd1@gmail.com  

 

 

Seed Drill Available to Rent from the Conservation District 

The District has purchased a new LandPride 606NT seed drill. Landowners with tractors of 30-40 horse power will 
now be able to rent the drill from the district and get their seeding projects completed on a schedule that meets their 
needs. 

The drill can easily be towed behind a pickup truck for travel to 
and from sites. With three seed boxes, warm season grasses, 
cool season grasses, and forbs can all be seeded. 

The rental rate is $100 check out fee, plus $10 an acre.  

For the landowner who would like to broadcast or frost seed on 
their own, we also have a Truax Seed Slinger that mounts on 
an ATV. 
 

For more information, estimates, and scheduling/reserving 
contact the Douglas County Conservation District Manager at 
785-843-4260 x6497 

Prescribed Burn Equipment 

• Drip Torch 

• Backpack Sprayer 

• Flapper 

Soil Testing Equipment 

• Soil Compaction Meter 

• Soil Probe 

 

The equipment listed below is available from the DCCD to loan out to any interested parties.   
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2019 State Cost-Share Sign-up Has Begun! 

Time to mark your calendar and start thinking about upcoming projects such as: 

The Water Resource Cost Share Program (WRCSP) 
practices include:  

• Terraces  

• Waterways  

• Concrete Structures  

• Diversions  

• Underground Outlets  

• Range and Pasture Seeding  

• Wells, tanks and Pumps for livestock watering 

The Non-Point Source (NPS) Pollution  
Program practices include:  

• Failed septic systems  

• Plugging abandoned water wells  

• Critical area seeding  

• Livestock waste systems  

Sign-up runs April 1 through June 10, 2019. 
All cost-share practices must be built to Division of Conservation (DOC) approved standards (Kansas, Section IV, 
Old Section IV) . Specifications are based on USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Of-
fice Technical Guide Standards and Specifications. Cost-share funds are allocated using a ranking process ap-
proved by the Division of Conservation.  Landowners should receive notice of approved projects no later than July 
23, 2019. 

To apply for funding, please call us (785-843-4260 x129) to discuss how we can help with your next conservation 
project! An application can be downloaded from our website at www.douglasccd.com/how-to-apply.html. 

Answers to some Frequently asked Questions relating to Cost-Share  

In addition to State cost-
share funds, the Douglas 
County Conservation Dis-
trict has additional funds 
allocated for projects in the 
Upper Wakarusa Watershed 
surrounding Clinton Lake. 

The Kansas Division of 
Conservation (DOC) ad-
ministers state cost-share 
programs through your 
Conservation District. The 
District provides landown-
ers financial and technical 
assistance to implement 
approved conservation 
practices. Funding is pro-
vided by the Division of 
Conservation, Kansas De-
partment of Agriculture 
through appropriation from 
the Kansas Water Plan 
Fund. 

https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/
http://www.douglasccd.com/how-to-apply.html
https://agriculture.ks.gov/docs/default-source/doc---documents/faqs-financial-assistance.pdf?sfvrsn=2
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The 2019 KS Range Schools are only 4 months away! 
It is time to start thinking about attending this year and then 
register to attend. Learn more about rangeland management in 
a friendly setting with other ranchers, land managers, range 
management students and natural resource professionals. You 
can register at KGLC.org for the schools which cost $350 per 
student which covers room, board and tuition for the 2 ½ day 
schools. Scholarships of $175 are available for most ranchers 
and eligible college students while scholarships of $125 are 
available for most natural resource agency personnel. 

The West or Mixed & Short Grass School is scheduled for Au-
gust 6-8 at Ringneck Ranch near Tipton, KS, for directions 
Google “Ringneck Ranch Pheasant Hunting”. The East or Tall-
grass School is scheduled for August 20-22 at Camp Wood 
YMCA near Elmdale, KS. 

The theme for both schools this year is “Managing Outside of 
Normal”. There will be rancher and expert panels that will talk 
about how to plan for all the myriad of ways that weather and 
other forces can change your plans for your ranch in this and 
every year so you can focus on caring for your greatest ranch-
ing asset, your native grasslands. 

Besides learning plant identification, how to figure stocking rates, how to monitor vegetation response, write a 
drought mitigation plan (and use it) and the rest of basics needed to manage your rangeland, there will be 
ranchers and natural resource professionals talking with you about how to plan ahead for whatever nature or 
market forces bring to your ranching enterprise and how to respond to keep your rangeland health high and 
your livestock productive.  

The course agendas will be up on the http://www.kglc.org/ website by Mid May at the latest! 

Learn more at our website, KGLC.org  

email barth.crouch@gmail.com or  

call 785-452-0780  

PLEASE REGISTER BEFORE JULY 24TH. 

Do make this the year you attend the  

Kansas Range School near you!  

And bring your neighbors along! 

Keith Harmoney of Fort Hays State talks about estimating forage 

quantities in native grasslands. KLG.org 

http://www.kglc.org/
http://www.kglc.org/
mailto:barth.crouch@gmail.com
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 Pond Management 

 

May 14th 

6:30 — 8:00 pm 

Douglas County  

Fairgrounds 

2120 Harper Street 

Lawrence, KS 66046 

RSVP: 785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 
 

 

• Topics Covered: 

• Aquatic Weed Management 
• Fish management 
• Pond water quality 

• Build and maintain better ponds 
 
Guest Speakers 
Richard Sanders 
District Fisheries Biologist 
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
 
Tim Miller 
Supervisor District Conservationist 
Natural Resource Conservation District 

 A hands-on Management Intensive Grazing (MiG) school 
for producers. 

The science of grassland management and forage produc-
tion is a complex and challenging subject. Matching the   
nutrition needs of various classes of livestock to the sea-
sonal distribution of yield and quality of forages is dauting 
task. Because grazing livestock is selective, unmanaged 
grazing often results in stands dominated by grass species 
highly tolerant to grazing or by grasses with poor palatabil-
ity.  At the school we will discuss these concepts more in 
depth. 
 
The Eastern Kansas Grazing School is limited to a maxi-
mum of 35 farms, on a first serve basis.  Registration is 
$60.00 for the first person from a farm (Includes lunches, 
snacks and handouts). Additional registrants from the same 

farm are $30.00  Reservations are due by April 10, 2019.  To register online go to: http://www.frontierdistrict.k-
state.edu  For more information Call Rod Schaub 785.828.4438 

Guest Speakers: 

Dale Blasi, Kansas State University  

Mark Green, Missouri NRCS  

David Hallauer, Meadowlark District  

Joe Harner, Kansas State University 

 

 

Darren Hibdon, Frontier District  

Jaymelynn Farney, Kansas State University  

Walt Fick, Kansas State University  

Wesley Tucker, University of Missouri  

Doug Spencer, Kansas NRCS 

Equine Pasture Management 

May 4th 

2:00—4:00 P.M. 

Douglas County Trail Riders 
Clubhouse 
816 N. 1750 Rd 
Lawrence, KS  66049 

RSVP: 785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 
 

Topics covered:  

• General principles of pasture manage-

ment 

• Problems particular to horse pastures 

• What to do when you have more horses 

than you have pasture to feed them 

 
Douglas County Conservation  District and Douglas 
County Trail Riders will host the event with guest 
speaker Dale Strickler. Dale is the author of Managing 
Pature and The Drought-Resilient Farm. He is a leader 
in the soil health movement and an agronomist for 
Green Cover Seed, the nation’s leading cover crop-
specific seed company. He holds degrees in agrono-
my from Kansas State University and taught agronomy 
at Cloud County Community College for 15 years.  He 
has his own ranching operation where he puts his theo-
ries in to practice with (usually) good results. 

http://www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu
http://www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu
https://www.storey.com/books/managing-pasture/
https://www.storey.com/books/managing-pasture/
https://www.storey.com/books/drought-resilient-farm/
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Join the Common Ground Program! 

Community Gardens: Interested in joining one of the established garden sites in Lawrence? Applications 
will be accepted on a rolling basis, but will be first come, first served.  Therefore, applicants are 
encouraged to apply soon! Look online to see which site could best fit your needs. 

Incubator Farm: Are you interested in growing for market? Our Incubator Farm just North of Lawrence is 
the perfect site to try your hand at larger-scale production, with plots ranging from .25 – 1 acre. These 
sites are available at $100/acre. Applications due March 8 for priority review, but will be considered 
thereafter based on availability.   

Volunteer: Do you want to get some garden time but not make a full-season commitment? Our gardens 
often welcome volunteers and groups interested in pitching in for a few hours. Reach out to site 
managers directly (available on program website), or contact the program to learn more! 

New Garden Sites: Does your 
neighborhood need a garden? We’re 
interested in hearing from residents 
about where new sites could be 
considered for 2020 and beyond.  

 

Apply and learn more at:  

www.lawrenceks.org/common-ground 

Reach out to : 

commonground@lawrenceks.org to let 
us know of your garden aspirations!  

Conservation Partner Profile 
Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our “Partners in Conservation”. Whether we cooperate by 
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our 
partnerships with groups in the community. 

Common Ground is a community garden-
ing and urban agriculture program created 
by the City of Lawrence in 2012. This past 
year, our gardens, farms and orchards in-
cluded 9 sites that were tended by over 272 
local residents, producing over 1500 pounds 
of produce donated.  

Applications are now open for the 2019 
growing season. There are a number of 
ways you can participate!  

http://www.lawrenceks.org/common-ground
mailto:commonground@lawrenceks.org
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Growing Good Neighbors 

Growing Good Neighbors, a pilot project from Field-
Watch, has come to Kansas. Last year, it launched in 
Missouri where agricultural producers—grape growers, 
crop growers, livestock producers, beekeepers, specialty 
crop growers—joined with neighbors, ag retailers, con-
servationists, and others over a shared meal to foster 
mutual understanding. This community dinner offers 
Kansans the opportunity to discuss issues that impact 
today’s agricultural communities and uncover common 
values.  

Growing Good Neighbors Goals:  

• Forge new relationships and foster mutual under-
standing between diverse members of the agricul-
ture community. 

• Identify and strengthen shared values between all 
parties. 

• Map sensitive/specialty crops and beehives to build 
awareness of their locations. 

• Develop trust in a voluntary system for collabora-
tion, such as FieldWatch. 

• Minimize risk of damages. 

Douglas County producers and rural residents interested 
in learning more can contact Marlin Bates, K-State Re-
search and Extension—Douglas County Director at 
batesm@ksu.edu or call 785-843-7058.  

Monarch Watch Open House & 
Plant Fundraiser 

Saturday, May 11  

8:00am-2:00pm  

West Campus  
University of Kansas 
2021 Constant Avenue 
Lawrence, Kansas 66047 
 

Are you ready to start a butterfly garden or improve the 
one you have? If so, plan on attending the Monarch Watch 
for our annual Spring Open House & Plant Fundraiser. 

They will have more than 10,000 butterfly plants (both 
annuals and perennials), including seedlings of eleven 
milkweed varieties. Plants ideal for starting butterfly gar-
dens or adding to established gardens. Monarch numbers 
have been declining and we need to plant milkweeds to 
sustain the monarch migration.  

At the Open House you can learn about creating Monarch 
Waystations and see the magnificent butterfly and pollina-
tor garden maintained by the Douglas County Master Gar-
deners. There will be games for the kids inside and out and 
they can make "seed balls" containing seeds of milkweeds 
and other butterfly plants that can be used to create habits 
for monarchs and other butterflies.  For more information 
and a list of plants follow this link: Monarch Watch Open 
House or go to https://monarchwatch.org/ 

Olathe Livestock Emergency Preparedness Workshop 
May 6, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Johnson County Research and Extension 

11811 S. Sunset Dr. #1500 

Olathe, Kansas 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture invites you to join one of our 
statewide workshops.  

Topics that will be covered include:  

• Biosecurity 

• Disease awareness 

• Livestock mortality management  

• Lessons learned from other incidents 

The workshops are free to attend, please register as lunch will be provided and space is limited to the first 50 people.  
For more information, contact Kelly Oliver at 785-564-6608 or Kelly.Oliver@ks.gov. 

To Register: https://fs22.formsite.com/KansasDeptAg/5t55hiw1kl/index.html 

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the USDA Service 
Center.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, please call 785.843.4260. 

mailto:batesm@ksu.edu
https://monarchwatch.org/openhouse/?fbclid=IwAR0dQlKmIBV7guaCRevtJkqv3dUedhdOhfFtIlQofTc-bjli31ojloE2Hwk
https://monarchwatch.org/openhouse/?fbclid=IwAR0dQlKmIBV7guaCRevtJkqv3dUedhdOhfFtIlQofTc-bjli31ojloE2Hwk
mailto:Kelly.Oliver@ks.gov
https://fs22.formsite.com/KansasDeptAg/5t55hiw1kl/index.html
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Find Us Online: http://www.douglasccd.com/ and Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

DCCD Friends of Conservation 

Nickels Farms  

& Old School Guide Service 
17100 Fairview Rd, McLouth, KS  66054 

Mike Nickels 
785-393-9308 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com 

https://www.oldschoolguideservice.com 
Native Grass Seeding, CRP Maintenance, Forestry 

Maintenance & Planting, Wildlife Habitat, Erosion Re-

mediation, Weed Control, Pasture Over-Seeding, 

Land Resource Management 

http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://www.oldschoolguideservice.com
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BRUSH CLEARING 

Joe Bauman 

785-489-2416 

Ralph Guffey 

785-633-5498 

Farmer Excavating Inc 

15440 94th Street 

Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

Info@FarmerExc.com 

Office: 785-224-1791 

http://farmerexc.com/ 

Frack Pasture Clearing 

Dakota Frack 

785-248-9341 

dakotafrack@hotmail.com 

Russ Moore 

2137 NW 52nd Street 

Topeka, KS 66618 

785-286-4094 

Doug Porter 

Perry, KS 

785-597-5971 

785-766-7620 (cell) 

porterstreeshearing@gmail.com 

EARTHWORK 

Beeghley Excavating Inc. 

1164 N 650th Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-979-2411 

Criqui Construction 

PO Box 208 

Melvern, KS 66510 

785-549-3578 

http://criquiconstruction.com/ 

Jayhawk Excavating 

PO Box 3322  

Lawrence, KS 66046 

785-841-1171 

King Brothers Construction 

Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

785-863-2534 

https://www.kings-const.com/ 

Lang Dirt Services, LLC 

1154 N. 800 Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-840-4248 

langdirtservices@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-
Services 

Markley Ditching LLC 

1154 N 800 Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-423-3111 

Price Excavating, LLC 

Zack Price 

785-615-1924 

priceexcavating726@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
priceexecavating/ 

 

Ken Taylor 

2136 N 100th Rd 

Wellsville, KS 66092 

785-979-2979 

FENCING 

Dean Chambers 

3473 Texas Rd. 

Wellsville, KS 66092 

785-883-4789 

Smitty’s Fence 

Tyler Schmidt 

913-683-3656 

MOWING 

Jon Haggard 

785-331-9118 

NATIVE GRASS DRILLS 

Douglas Co. Conservation District 

4920 Bob Billings Pkwy 

Lawrence, KS 66049 

785-843-4260, ext 3 

http://www.douglasccd.com/ 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-863-2037 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

 

The Douglas County Conservation District (DCCD) provides the List of Contractors and Ven-
dors as an information source for Land Owners only.  
 
If you are a Contractor or Vendor and would like to be added to this list, please contact the 

Douglas County Conservation District . 

785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 

Find Us Online: http://www.douglasccd.com/  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

tel:7852241791
http://farmerexc.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
mailto:porterstreeshearing@gmail.com
http://criquiconstruction.com/
https://www.kings-const.com/
mailto:langdirtservices@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-Services-404889303036443/
https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-Services-404889303036443/
tel:785%20423%203111
mailto:priceexcavating726@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/priceexecavating/
https://www.facebook.com/priceexecavating/
http://www.douglasccd.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
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NATIVE GRASS DRILLS 
(CONTINUED) 

Kansas Wildlife & Parks 

300 SW Wannamaker Rd. 

Topeka, KS 

785-273-6740 

Brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov 

https://ksoutdoors.com/ 

POND MANAGEMENT 

Aquatic Environmental Consultants 

422 W. 2nd 

Bonner Springs, KS 66012 

402-677-8498 

tim@aeclakes.com 

https://aeclakes.com/ 

PRESCRIBED BURNING 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-863-2037 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

Safe Burn 

Mike Hirschmann 

785-979-2954 

Mike.hirsrchmann12@gmail.com 

RESTORATION &  

        CONSULTATION 

Native Lands 

Courtney Masterson 

913-207-8034 

For.the.prairie@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
ForThePrairie/ 

 

 

Norman Ecological Consulting, LLC 

Lawrence, KS 66049 

785-691-9748 

info@normanecological.com 

normanecological.com 

Terra Technologies 

1920 West 143rd 

Leawood, KS 66224 

913-385-9560 

http://terratechnologies.com/ 

SEED TESTING LAB 

Kansas Crop Improvement . 

2000 Kimball 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

785-532-6118 

https://www.kscrop.org/ 

SOIL TESTING  

Kinsey Agricultural Services, Inc. 
315 State Highway 77 
Charleston, Missouri 63834 
P: (573) 683-3880 
F: (573) 683-6227 
E: office@kinseyag.com 
http://kinseyag.com/ 

TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

Kansas Forest Service 

List of Contractors 

2610 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785.532.3300  

https://www.kansasforests.org/ 

Betts Enterprises 

Jacob Betts  

620-252-5253 

Ecotone Forestry 

PO Box 339 

Ottawa, KS 66067 

785-241-9007 

Ryan@ecotoneforestry.com 

TREE & SHRUB PLANTING 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-863-2037 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

TREE VENDORS 

Kansas Forest Service 

2610 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785.532.3300  
https://www.kansasforests.org/ 
Conservation Seedlings 

WELL DRILLERS 

E4 Excavating Inc. 

1452 E 1 Rd 

Berryton, KS 66409-9000 

785-224-5449 

Larsen & Assoc. 

1311 E. 25th Street, Ste B 

Lawrence, KS 66046 

785-841-8707 

Phyllis@larsenenvironmental.com 

 

Contractor  &  Vendor Information 

If you are a Contractor or Vendor and would like to be added to this list, please contact the 
Douglas County Conservation District . 

785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 

mailto:Brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov
https://ksoutdoors.com/
mailto:tim@aeclakes.com
https://aeclakes.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
mailto:Mike.hirsrchmann12@gmail.com
mailto:for.the.prairie@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ForThePrairie/
https://www.facebook.com/ForThePrairie/
mailto:info@normanecological.com
normanecological.com
http://terratechnologies.com/
https://www.kscrop.org/
mailto:office@kinseyag.com
http://kinseyag.com/
https://www.kansasforests.org/rural_forestry/rural_docs/Forestry%20Contractors%20September%202018.pdf
https://www.kansasforests.org/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
https://www.kansasforests.org/
https://www.kansasforests.org/conservation_trees/
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Events Calendar: 
 
July 11: District Board Meeting 
 

July 30-Aug. 4: Douglas County Fair, 

Fairgrounds 

 

August 1: Pollinator Conservation 

Planning Short Course, Baker Wetlands 

Discovery Center 

 

August 1: District Board Meeting 

 

August 28: Garden Party Open House, 

4:30-6:00 p.m., USDA Service Center 

 

September 5: District Board Meeting 

 

September 28: Douglas County Water 

Festival for all Douglas County 5th graders, 

Clinton Lake 

 

October 3: District Board Meeting 

 

October 6-7: Kaw Valley Farm Tour,      

Self-guided tour of over 20 farms along the 

Kaw River Valley 

Pollinator Conservation Planning   
Short Course 

Wednesday, August 1, 2018 
Baker Wetlands Discovery Center 

1365 N. 1250 Road 
Lawrence, KS  

 
The Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation, the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), and the 
Rush County Conservation District are pleased to announce  
an upcoming Pollinator Conservation Planning Short Course 
in Lawrence. This full-day training will provide you with the 
latest science-based approaches to reversing the trend of 
pollinator declines and will provide tools necessary to 
protect and manage habitat for these vital insects. 
 
Registrants will receive the book, Attracting Native 
Pollinators: Protecting North America’s Bees and Butterflies, 
as well as links to habitat management guidelines and 
relevant USDA-NRCS and extension publications. 
 
Registration is $30 per person (due by July 24, 2018). A 
grant from the Kansas Soybean Commission is available to 
cover registration for producers, apiarists, educators, and 
conservation district staff. 
 
Please respond by July 24, 2018 to Stephanie Royer, Rush 
County Conservation District, 785-222-2615, ext. 101. 

THINGS ARE CHANGING! 
Our newsletter will be going to an e-mail only version effective January 2019 

UNLESS 
You notify us you wish to continue receiving a copy in the mail.  CALL 785-843-4260 ext. 3 and let us know. 
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Garden Party Open House 
 

Join us as we celebrate the third year of the pollinator garden and Monarch 
Waystation on the grounds of the USDA Service Center, 4920 Bob Billings Parkway 
in Lawrence.  On Tuesday, August 28, from 4:30-6:00 p.m. you are invited to visit 
the garden, learn more about the role of pollinators in our world, and how you can 
help. 
 
Bird feeders, bee hotels,  and butterfly puddling pools are all ways that we can help 
our bird and insect visitors feel welcome in our gardens. At 5:00, Geary County 
Extension Agent Chuck Otte will show examples of various hummingbird feeders 
and bird houses. DCCD Education & Outreach Coordinator Sue Ann Funk will show 
different native bee hotels and will highlight the butterfly puddling pool in the DCCD 
pollinator garden. 
 
Representatives of the Farm Service Agency, the Natural Resources Conservation Services and the Douglas 
County Conservation District will be on hand to answer any questions you might have. 
 
Refreshments will be served. Hope you can come! 

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
USDA Service Center.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, 
please call 785.843.4260. 

Education 

Kansas Bankers Conservation Awards 
 
It is getting to be that time of year when we start to look for farmers and 
landowners doing amazing work on their land.  In Association with K-State 
Research and Extension, and Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and 
Tourism, the District is looking for individuals and families who are working 
to make a difference and promoting conservation best practices. 
 
Please consider landowners who have made efforts in the following 
categories: Energy Conservation, Soil Conservation, Water Conservation, 
Water Quality, Wildlife, and Windbreaks.  If you have a neighbor, or know 
of someone that is doing great work, please send their name our way.   
 
To find out more about the program, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/
yd68ldwz  
 

https://tinyurl.com/yd68ldwz
https://tinyurl.com/yd68ldwz
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Speech and Poster Contest 

Students are invited to display their knowledge and creativity through 
participation in the annual Douglas County Conservation District poster, 
essay, and limerick contest. First, second and third place awards will be 
given to county winners at the DCCD’s annual meeting. First place in each 
judging category advances to the state level competition. 
 
 The 2018 Poster Contest theme is “Watersheds-Our Water, Our Home”. 
The poster contest is open to grades Kindergarten through 12th grade.  Posters should be on 12” x 18” paper 
with a horizontal orientation, and this year’s theme, “Watersheds-Our Water, Our Home” should be 
included. 
 
The Essay Contest is open for grades 5-8, and the essay should be typed on letter-sized paper, 500 words or 
less with the subject: why conservation is important. 
 
The Limerick Contest is available for grades 3-8 and should reflect a conservation theme.  
 
All three contests are open to any Douglas County Student.   Complete rules are available in the DCCD office 

or on the District website: www.douglasccd.com   The deadline for the 2018 contest is September 
20, 2018. 

Photo Contest 
 
As part of the Douglas County Fair July 30—August 4, the Conservation District is sponsoring a “Best 
Conservation Photo”  contest. A $25 award will be given to the top Conservation-themed photo in three 
categories: 4-H, Junior Division (Open Class) and Senior Division (Open Class).  In addition to the cash award, 
the winning photo in each category will be displayed at the annual meeting of the Douglas County 
Conservation District, and the top youth photograph chosen by the Board of Supervisors will be entered into 
the  Kansas Association of Conservation District’s (KACD) State Contest.  
 

Subject matter includes conservation practices 
within the county including: cover crops, contour 
farming and strip cropping, grass waterways, 
livestock management, and stream bank 
stabilization. A full list of possible subjects can be 
found on the KACD website www.kacdnet.org/
conservationcommittee or in the DCCD office. 
 
Complete information on entering the 
photography contest can be found in the Douglas 
County Fair book at 
 https://dgcountyfair.com/fair-info. 
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Conservation Partner Profile 

Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our ‘Partners in Conservation’. Whether we cooperate by 
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our 
partnerships with groups in the community. 
 
 

Common Ground Community Garden Program 
 
The Common Ground Community Garden Program, established in 2012, is a 
community gardening and urban agriculture program created by the City of 
Lawrence and overseen by the Lawrence-Douglas County Sustainability Office 
and the Food Policy Council. The goal of the program is to transform vacant or 
under-utilized city properties into vibrant sites of healthy food production for 
city residents. 
 
Additionally, the incubator farm provides land to local entrepreneurs looking to start or scale-up their food 
production business. Gardeners and garden managers can further support their community by donating 
produce to local organizations and by hosting workshops and classes, community workdays, and volunteer 
events to engage community members in their local garden. 

 
With the financial support of a National Association of Conservation District’s 
Urban Agriculture grant, the District has teamed up with the Common Ground 
program to facilitate the development of a Common Ground Community Garden 
Toolkit.  In addition to guiding growers through the city’s Common Ground 
program, urban conservation best practices for the gardens and associated 
incubator farm will be introduced in the Toolkit.  
 
For more information about the Common Ground Gardens, contact the 
Sustainability & Food Systems Planner and Common Ground Manager Helen 
Schnoes @ hschnoes@douglascountyks.org or visit the website at                  
https://lawrenceks.org/common-ground/ 
 

 Kaw Valley Farm Tour  

 October 6th and 7th 2018 

 
The Kaw Valley region offers a wealth of sights, tastes and traditions. Now in its 

14th year the farm tour provides fun and interactive farm experiences, supports local farms and introduces 

individuals of all ages to the many faces of agriculture in the Kaw Valley. 

 

The Kaw Valley Farm Tour is the perfect event for friends and families, and a great way to make connections 

between the farmers in the fields and the foods on our tables. Info and Tickets are available at 

www.kawvalleyfarmtour.org. 

http://www.kawvalleyfarmtour.org
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DCCD Demonstration Farm 
 
We are heading into our third year of operating the District’s 
demonstration farm located at the corner of N1000 and E1500 Roads 
in the center of Douglas County.  Board Supervisor David Brown is our 
acting farm manager. 
 
For those of you who have not heard about the farm, District 
supervisors decided in 2016 to lease acreage so that we might 
demonstrate certain farming practices.  Our 23 acres site is split into four farm fields with each field being 
used for one practice.  Field 1 demonstrates crop farming using regular tillage practices, Field 2 
demonstrates crop farming with no-till practices, Field 3 demonstrates no-till practices with a single species 
cover crop planting, and Field 4 demonstrates no-till practices with a multi-species cover crop planting.   
 
We harvested beans in 2016 and corn in 2017.  This year we have planted soybeans to follow last year’s 
corn crop.  Due to poor rains, we did not have to deal with the massive cover crop growth that hampered 
planting a little bit in 2017. 
 
One of the highlights of this year was conducting a tour of the fields as part of our District’s Soil Health day.  
Candy Thomas with the NRCS was there to demonstrate water erosion issues using a rainfall simulator. 
 
We hope to have another tour this Fall, so look for an announcement on Facebook or in our next 

newsletter. 

Restoring A Prairie? We Can Help! 
 
If beginning to restore native land is on your to-do list for the fall, the Douglas County Conservation District 
can help.  
 
Seed: The District sells native warm season grass, cool season grass, forb, flower and cover crop seeds. 
Contact the office for a price list. 
 
Drill: The District rents a 6-foot LandPride seed drill. Included with the drill are three seed boxes for grains, 
small seed and warm season grasses. The drill has a pin hitch and can be pulled to your field with a half-ton 
or larger pick-up truck. Once at the field, you will need at least a 40 horsepower tractor with rear hydraulics 
and a tow bar to operate the drill. The cost is $100 plus $10 per acre. 
 

Financial or technical assistance: The District administers state cost-share 
programs providing landowners with assistance to implement approved 
conservation practices. Although the deadline has passed for this year’s state cost 
share, applications for the federal Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) are also available in our office. 
 
Let us know how we can help you achieve your conservation goals. 
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Located in the USDA Service Center: 
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A 
Lawrence, KS 66049 
Phone:  785.843.4260, ext. 3 
 
District Manager: Randy.Winchester@ks.nacdnet.net 
Conservation Technician: Thomas.Ehlinger@ks.usda.gov 
Education & Outreach: Sue.Funk@ks.nacdnet.net 
 

Douglas County Conservation District  

Find Us Online: 

Website: www.douglasccd.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

Happenings in the County 

Do you have an idea or interest that you would like to share, or a topic you would like to see 
covered as part of the Conservation Conversation? Contact our office: 785-843-4260, ext. 3. 

Lawrence Saturday Market  
@ 824 New Hampshire St. 
April -August, 7am-11am 
September -November, 8am-12pm 
www.lawrencefarmersmarket.com 

Tuesday 

 
Lawrence Tuesday Market 
@725 Vermont St. 
Lawrence Public Library Outdoor Plaza 

May -October, 4pm-6pm 
www.lawrencefarmersmarket.com 

Eudora’s Market On Main  
@724 Main Street 
Year-round Saturdays, 9:00 am-12:00 pm 
www.EudoraMOM.com 

2018 Farmers Markets 

Saturdays 
 
Baldwin City Farmers’ Market  
@  High Street (Downtown) 
Saturdays April -Sept., 7:30 am-12:00 pm 

Thursday 
 
Cottin’s Hardware Farmers Market  
@ 1832 Massachusetts Street, in back 
parking lot 
Thursdays, May –Oct., 4pm-6:30pm 
www.cottinshardware.com/farmersmarket 

Friday 
 
Perry Lecompton Farmers Market  
@ 24 HWY & Ferguson Rd.  
(in the Bernie’s Parking Lot) Perry 
Fridays May-October, 4-6:30 pm 
Www.perrylecomptonfarmersmarket.com 

Wednesday 
 
Farmers Market  
@ Clinton Parkway Nursery,  
4900 Clinton Parkway 
Wednesdays through Sept., 4:30pm-6:30pm 

Farmer’s Markets are a terrific way to find local food, and Douglas County 
has many options.  Choose your day and check out these Douglas County 
Farmers’ Markets: 

http://www.douglasccd.com
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd


Page 7 
Friends of Conservation 

Thanks to these  “Friends 

of Conservation…” 



 

Clean Water Healthy Lands Bright Future Prsrt Std 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Lawrence, KS 66049-1996 

Permit #132 

Douglas County Conservation District 
4920 Bob Billings Parkway, Suite A 
Lawrence, KS 66049 
Return Service Requested 

 

Clean Water   Healthy Lands 
 

Bright Future 
 

www.douglasccd.com 
 

 

 

Shipping Address 

DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund.  All 
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age or handicap. 
 

Douglas County Conservation District 785.843.4260, ext. 3 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
 

Board of Supervisors: District Personnel:              Farm Service Agency 
Jordan Olsen, Chair  Randy Winchester, District Manager            785.843.4260, ext. 2 
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair  Thomas Ehlinger, Conservation Technician        Johnathon Alley, Co. Exec. Director 
David Brown, Treasurer  Sue Ann Funk, Education & Outreach             Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech. 
Mike Flory, Member                   Jessica Yost, Program Tech. 
Lowell Neitzel, Member  Natural Resources Conservation Service:             
    Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist    
    Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist   

http://www.douglasccd.com
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Bright Future 

Events Calendar: 
October 2 - Farm Bill Meeting —1:30 PM at the 
Douglas County Fair Grounds 
October 5 - Maple Leaf Festival —with over 300 craft 
exhibits, quilt shows and displays, performing arts, 
music, unique food items and activities for the family, 
the Maple Leaf Festival is the biggest fall family event in 
the area https://mapleleaffestival.com/ 

October 5 & 6 - Kaw Valley Farm Tour—The Kaw Valley 
Farm Tour is the perfect event for friends and families, 
and a great way to make connections between the 
farmers in the fields and the foods on our tables. 
http://www.kawvalleyfarmtour.org/ 

October 9 - 2019 KSU Agricultural Lenders Conference- 
K-State’s annual Agricultural Lenders Conferences are 
designed to provide the Kansas financial community 
with updates on current agricultural topics. http://
agmanager.info/sites/default/files/Brochure-
2019_0.pdf 

October 9 - Fall Forestry Field Day—The 25th Annual 
Fall Forestry Field Day will be at the Geyer Forestry 
Research Area at Tuttle Creek Lake. Presentations for 
the day will include a sawmill demonstration, wildlife 
management, the use of prescribed fire in woodland, 
invasive plants and pests, and more.https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-forestry-field-day-2019-
tickets-69352103007 

November 1st—January 1st - Christmas in 
Lecompton—The Territorial Capital Museum has over 
120 Christmas trees with antique, vintage, and themed 
decorations.  https://www.lecomptonkansas.com/
christmas-in-lecompton-nov-1-jan-1/ 

November 8th & 9th—KRC Farm and Food 
Conference—Under a theme of “Planting Ideas, 
Growing Our Future: Carbon, Climate and 
Communities”, speakers, panelists and workshop 
sessions will feature presentations and discussions on 
how biological, human, and economic diversity builds 
resilience and how we can make it happen on our farms 
and in our communities. https://
kansasruralcenter.org/2019-conference/ 

December 7th —27th Annual Lawrence Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Parade—The Lawrence Christmas Parade is 
one of the most unique parades in the nation. 
Authentic horse-drawn carriages parading down 
Massachusetts Street is the perfect way to kick off the 
holiday season. https://lawrencechristmasparade.org 

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation  
of Douglas County natural resources. 

New No Till Drill for Small Areas 

The rental rate is $50 check out fee and $50 per day. 
Contact the Douglas County Conservation District  

to schedule your rental. 

785-843-4260 ext 3 

Perfect for small areas the Dew Drop Drill is a small scale seed 
drill/planter, designed to be pulled by an ATV with a wide 
stance, low center of gravity and large aggressive tires. Plant-
ing access limited only by your ATV. The twin seed boxes can 
handle a variety of seed types, including but not limited to: 
warm and cool season grasses, small and large grains, wild-
flowers, forbes and legumes.  

Planting Dates for Kansas 

Warm season grasses December 1 to May 15 

Cool season grasses  December 1 to April 15 

    August 15 to October 1 

Native Grasses  December 1 to May 15 

Legumes   December 1 to April 15 

    August 15 to October 1 

https://mapleleaffestival.com/
http://www.kawvalleyfarmtour.org/
http://agmanager.info/sites/default/files/Brochure-2019_0.pdf
http://agmanager.info/sites/default/files/Brochure-2019_0.pdf
http://agmanager.info/sites/default/files/Brochure-2019_0.pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-forestry-field-day-2019-tickets-69352103007
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-forestry-field-day-2019-tickets-69352103007
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/fall-forestry-field-day-2019-tickets-69352103007
https://www.lecomptonkansas.com/christmas-in-lecompton-nov-1-jan-1/
https://www.lecomptonkansas.com/christmas-in-lecompton-nov-1-jan-1/
https://kansasruralcenter.org/2019-conference/
https://kansasruralcenter.org/2019-conference/
https://lawrencechristmasparade.org
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Photo by Steven Hallstrom 

Find Us Online: http://www.douglasccd.com/ and Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

Kansas Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

The Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) provides financial and technical assistance to 
agricultural and forestry producers to address natural 
resource concerns and deliver environmental benefits. 
The EQIP is what NRCS calls "a locally led effort." 
States identify priority resource concerns that support 
national, state, and local conservation priorities and 
develop a ranking system based on those concerns. 
 

In Kansas, the natural resource concerns to be ad-
dressed by EQIP are: 

• Forestland Health-Productivity, Health, and Vigor 

• Grazing Lands Health-Productivity, Health, Vigor; 
Noxious or Invasive Plants; and Inadequate Stockwater 

• Soil Health-Compaction, Organic Matter Depletion 

• Livestock Waste-Water Quality and Air Quality 

• Water Quality-Nutrients/Pesticides/ Suspended Sedi-
ment 

• Water Quantity-Inefficient Water Use on Irrigated 
Land; Aquifer Overdraft; Insufficient Water Flows in 
Water Courses 

The EQIP application process consists of the fol-
lowing six steps: 

1. A person(s) submits an application to a local U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA) Service Center, Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or conser-
vation district office. 

2. Kansas EQIP: NRCS personnel will access resource 
concerns on property. 

3. NRCS works with the applicant to develop a conserva-
tion plan. 

4. NRCS ranks each application using the application 
evaluation criteria. 

5. The designated conservationist commits allocated 
funds according to ranking order, and NRCS develops 
contracts with those applicants. 

6. Following contract signature by NRCS and the select-
ed participant, funds are obligated for the contract, and 
the participant may begin to implement the EQIP con-
tract. 

Landowners with tractors of 30-40 horse power will 
now be able to rent the drill from the district and get 
their seeding projects completed on a schedule that 
meets their needs. 

The drill can easily be towed behind a pickup truck for 
travel to and from sites. With three seed boxes, warm 
season grasses, cool season grasses, and forbs can all 
be seeded. The rental rate is $100 check out fee, plus 
$10 an acre.  

For more information, estimates, and scheduling/
reserving contact: 
 

Randy Winchester 

Douglas County Conservation District Manager  

785-843-4260 x 6497 

Randy.winchster@ks.nacdnet.net 

LandPride 606NT No Till Drill Available to Rent for Fall Planting 

For more information contact: 

 

 

 

USDA SERVICE CENTER  - LAWRENCE 

Timothy R. Miller 

NRCS Supervisor District Conservationist 
4920 Bob Billings Parkway 
Lawrence, KS 66049  
(785) 843-4260 

http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
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Working in agriculture is a worthy and honorable profession; however, it is not always easy. It is important to 
not only care for your crops and livestock, but for yourself as well. In agriculture's high stress atmosphere, 
your physical and mental health should never be overlooked. For questions or additional help, please contact 
Mallory Meek, Agriculture and Natural Resources Agent, at 785-843-7058 or mgmeek@ksu.edu. 

Mental Health in Agriculture 

GET HELP NOW: CRISIS RESOURCES 

Identifying Stress 

Common Signs of Stress & Ways to Help Yourself 

Should I Be Feeling This Way? - KS Wheat 

Understanding Stress and Depression 

Understanding Suicide and Depression  

Ways to Manage Farm Stress 

12 Tools for your wellness toolbox in times of farm stress 

Coping Strategies for Farm Stress 

How to Find an Agriculture Behavioral Health Counselor - 
KS Wheat 

Helping a Neighbor in Need 

What Can I Do to Help? 

Tips to Help Others - KS Wheat 

Financial Guidance 

Farm Analyst Program 

Kansas Agriculture Mediation Services 

Kansas Farm Management Association  

Douglas County Professional Support 

Bert Nash Community Mental Health Center: Education, 
consultation and outreach services regarding mental health 

Headquarters Counseling Center: Professional staff in 
helping with emotional stress and crisis in Douglas Coun-
ty. 

DCCCA: Support for substance abuse, prevention services 
and behavioral health. 

Additional Resources 

Mental Health 

Farm Crisis Center: Offers Disaster, Mental Health, and 
financial Assistance,  

Farm Aid Hotline: (800) 327-6243 M-F 9am-5pm eastern 
time 

Disabilities on the Farm 

Kansas AgrAbility: Assist people with disabilities in agri-
culture 

Opioid Assistance 

Farm Town Strong: Farmer - to - Farmer support to bring 
attention and help to those struggling with opioid addic-
tion. 

Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services 
Administration 
(SAMHSA): Helps reduce 
the impact of substance 
abuse and mental illness. 

Drug Disposal Location 
Tool  

Fighting the Opioid Epi-
demic in Farm Country - 
AFB 

https://www.douglas.k-state.edu/crops-livestock/mental-health/need-help-now.html
https://www.douglas.k-state.edu/crops-livestock/mental-health/Front%20Back%20Farm%20Stress%20Flyer.pdf
http://kswheat.com/news/2017/08/08/should-i-be-feeling-this-way
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3412.pdf
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3413.pdf
https://www.douglas.k-state.edu/crops-livestock/mental-health/12%20Tools%20for%20your%20wellness%20toolbox%20in%20times%20of%20farm%20stress.pdf
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3418.pdf
http://kswheat.com/news/2017/10/09/how-to-find-an-agricultural-behavioral-health-counselor
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3415.pdf
http://kswheat.com/news/2017/10/09/tips-to-help-others
https://www.agmanager.info/programs/ksu-farm-analyst-program
https://www.k-state.edu/kams/
https://www.agmanager.info/kfma
https://bertnash.org/
http://www.headquarterscounselingcenter.org/
https://www.dccca.org/
https://farmcrisis.nfu.org/
http://www.bae.ksu.edu/extension/agrability/
https://farmtownstrong.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://www.samhsa.gov/
https://safe.pharmacy/drug-disposal/
https://safe.pharmacy/drug-disposal/
https://www.fb.org/viewpoints/fighting-the-opioid-epidemic-in-farm-country
https://www.fb.org/viewpoints/fighting-the-opioid-epidemic-in-farm-country
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K-State Research and Extension Coffey County and 
the Frontier Extension District together will host a 
meeting, “Beef Production and the Working Cow 
Dog” Oct. 8 in Williamsburg, Kansas. The meeting 
starts at 10:00 a.m. at the Williamsburg Community 
Building. 

A complimentary meal will be served, thanks to 
sponsors, but participants are asked to register by 
Oct. 3 to ensure an accurate meal count. Register at: 
www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu or call the Coffey 
County Extension Office at 620-364-5313 or Frontier 
District Office in Lyndon at 785-828- 

Presentations will feature Debbie Lyons Blythe, 
Blythe Angus Ranch and chairman of the Outreach 
Committee of the U.S. Roundtable for Sustainable 
Beef, and Patti Dollarhide, value chain director of 
Kansas State University’s Beef Cattle Institute. 

The U.S. Roundtable for Sustainable Beef (USRSB) 
is a multi-stakeholder organization whose 116 mem-
bers represent 30% of the nation’s cattle herd, more 
than 20 billion pounds of beef processed and more 
than 100 million consumers. Its goal is to identify 
opportunities for continuous improvement throughout 
the beef industry. 

Laura Stimatze, of Stimatze Working Cow Dogs, 
Macksville, Kansas, will give a presentation on the 
possibilities and abilities of a working stock dog. 

After lunch, participants will travel to Silkville Ranch 
where Stimatze will continue her discussion on using 
cow dogs in a low stress manner to work cattle. 
Demonstrations of dogs with various levels of train-
ing will occur throughout the afternoon. Selecting the 
right dog or puppy, finding the right trainer, and get-
ting started on training a dog will be discussed. Writ-

ten by Rod Schaub rschaub@ksu.edu 

Beef Production and the Working Cow Dog  

National Farmer’s Day  - October 12th 

National Farmer’s Day is a day for everyone to 
acknowledge the hard work that goes into feeding 
and supplying a nation. The day generally encourages 
everyone to thank the farmers and ranchers in their 
lives and to pay tribute in some way to the unknown 
individuals who plow, sow, raise, feed, and harvest to 
provide the food and materials that our country needs 
to succeed.   

The day was set on October 12th because it is after 
the traditional harvest times of many crops so the 
farmers would be able to join in the festivities.  De-
velopments in agriculture, cold-hardy cultivars, tech-
nologies like high tunnels and other methods have 
been put into practice to extend the growing season 
so many farmers are still hard at work.  

How will you Thank a Farmer this year? 

 

http://www.frontierdistrict.k-state.edu/
mailto:rschaub@ksu.edu
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The Kansas Forest Service’s Conservation Tree Planting Program offers tree and shrub seedlings, as well as other 
items for use in conservation plantings.  Plantings may function as wildlife habitat, windbreaks, wood lots, timber plan-
tations, or educational and riparian (streambank) plantings. 
 
The Fall distribution offers only container-grown seedlings and orders are accepted from the first Tuesday of Septem-
ber through October 15th. Shipping usually occurs within one day of receiving the order during Fall distribution.   

 
Seedling Order Form for 2019 
 
For more information contact: 
Kansas Forest Service 
2610 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785.532.3300 

Kansas Forest Service—Conservation Tree Planting Program 

Addressing water quality issues in Kansas through 
the Regional Conservation Partnership Program 
(RCPP) and the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program (EQIP)  

About the Program 

 

This initiative pro-
vides funding 
through the Regional 
Conservation Part-
nership Program 
(RCPP) and the En-
vironmental Quality 
Incentives Program 
(EQIP) to reduce 
farmland lost to 
streambank erosion, 
and improve the 
health and productiv-
ity of woodlands in 

priority watersheds. The program seeks to improve water 
quality and reduce the sedimentation of federal reservoirs 
through tree planting and forest stand improvement. For-
estland, cropland, and grassland all have the potential to 
qualify for the program if a resource concern is identified. 
Primary resource concerns for the program are water qual-
ity degradation from soil erosion and the health and condi-
tion of trees in woodlands and forests. Specific examples 
of resource concerns may include: 

• Streambank and/or surface runoff erosion where addi-
tional tree planting can provide reduction in sediment, 
pesticide and nutrient entry into Kansas streams. 

• Forest or woodlands that are over crowded (need thin-
ning), are under-stocked and would benefit from addition-
al tree planting; contain a high percentage of invasive or 
undesirable trees and shrubs. 
 

Eligibility and Requirements 

The program is available in targeted watersheds shown as 
cross-hatched areas on the state map below. If you are 
unsure if your land is in a targeted watershed call 785-532
-3310 or e-mail atchison@ksu.edu. 

• Applicants must be engaged in agricultural produc-
tion, forest management or have interest in the agricultural 
or forestry operation associated with the land offered for 
enrollment in RCPP/EQIP. 

• Tenants may apply with written support from land-
owners. 

• Land must have a resource concern as determined by 
Kansas Forest Service district foresters or NRCS district 
conservationists. 
Trees for Clean Water brochure  

Trees for Clean Water 

Kansas Forest Service 

https://www.kansasforests.org/conservation_trees/conservation_docs/Fall%202019%20Order%20Form.pdf
https://www.kansasforests.org/
mailto:atchison@ksu.edu
https://www.kansasforests.org/streamside_forestry/streamside_docs/17500%20RCPP%20brochure.pdf
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KANSAS HUNTERS FEEDING THE HUNGRY  

Just ONE deer can feed nearly 200 hungry people in the state of Kansas.  

Kansas Hunters Feeding the Hungry (KSHFH) is a non-
profit organization for hunters to donate legally-
harvested deer, antelope, or elk and provide food for 
hungry Kansans. With the help of hunters, meat proces-
sors, and private donors, KSHFH annually provides 
thousands of meals to food banks across the Kansas. 
KSHFH invites hunters to donate any legally-harvested 
deer, antelope, elk, or moose to one of the more than 40 
participating meat processors around the state found at 
www.kshfh.org/lockers.  

Since 2001, over 12,000 deer donated, feeding nearly 
3 MILLION meals to hungry Kansans. 

It’s always a good idea to call ahead before taking your 
deer to a processor, but walk-ins are welcome. There is 
no cost to donate your deer as long as the KSHFH or-
ganization has sufficient funding to cover the pro-
cessing expense. Donated game must be field dressed 
and legally tagged. For more information on how you 
can help, or make a financial donation visit 
www.kshfh.org.  

Farmland Information Center 

For more information on Kansas Hunters Feed-
ing the Hungry or to make a donation contact: 

Tony DeRossett, President KSFH 

17811 Donahoo Rd 
Tonganoxie, KS 66086   

(913) 485-9622 

 TonyD@kshfh.org 

The Farmland Information Center (FIC) is a clearing-
house for information about farmland protection and 
stewardship. It is a partnership between the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
American Farmland Trust (AFT), authorized by the 
federal Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA). 
https://www.farmlandinfo.org/about   

The FIC website offers a comprehensive collection of 
resources about farm and ranch land protection, on-
farm conservation and agricultural viability. Our 
online learning center includes fact sheets, articles 
and reports; federal, state and local laws and legisla-
tive updates; sample documents; statistics, including 
figures from the National Resources Inventory and 
the Census of Agriculture; and multimedia resources.   

The FIC serves agricultural landowners and farmers; 
concerned citizens; planners, local, state and federal 
officials; land trusts and lawmakers. FIC answer ser-
vice staff inform landowners about farmland protec-
tion options and conservation programs to improve on
-farm stewardship. They help communities and states 
create new or improve existing policies and programs 
to reduce agricultural land conversion, permanently 
protect land and support the business of agriculture.   

The FIC is a member of the Agriculture Network In-
formation Center (AgNIC), an alliance of the Nation-
al Agricultural Library, land-grant university libraries 
and other organizations that provide online access 
to agricultural information.  

http://www.kshfh.org/lockers
http://www.kshfh.org/
mailto:TonyD@kshfh.org
https://www.farmlandinfo.org/about
http://www.agnic.org/
http://www.agnic.org/
http://www.agnic.org/
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The Kansas Land Trust (KLT) protects and pre-
serves lands of ecological, agricultural, scenic, histor-
ic, or recreational significance in Kansas. Our mission 
is to preserve both agricultural and natural landscapes, 
across the state of Kansas. You can find a collection 
of videos featuring some of the Kansas Land Trust’s 
Douglas County conservation easements created by a 
young filmmaker Justin Hauber on the KLT website  
http://www.klt.org/videos 

To date, KLT has preserved more than 38,000 acres, 
across 73 properties in Kansas, with more than 1,100 
of those acres being open to the public. Within those 
38,000 acres, over 132 miles of riparian buffers are 
being protected along Kansas streams. KLT works to 
preserve lands of high ecological, agricultural, scenic, 
recreational or historic value.  

KLT is currently working on six conservation projects 
that will preserve 1,400 acres of prairie, woodlands, 
prime farmland, and protected streams.  

Below are a few ways you can work with KLT.  

Conservation Easements—A voluntary partner-
ship and legal agreement between a landowner and a 
conservation organization that limits future develop-
ment of the land. Conservation Easements can be a 
cost-effective tool for land owners to realize their long
-term vision for their land, while retaining ownership 
and receiving support through federal income tax ben-
efits.   

Land Stewardship -Like any valuable asset, land 
requires care and management to permanently pre-

serve its important qualities. KLT and the landowner 
work together as stewards of the lands to be pre-
served. KLT also monitors protected lands over time, 
as the land changes ownership, to assure that the con-
servation values of each unique property remain in 
place. 

Land Restoration- When holding a conservation 
easement on private lands, KLT can provide landown-
ers with information and expertise on restoring lands 
with threatened or real impacts to the conservation 
values of the land. 

Donated Lands—For some landowners, the best 
method of guaranteeing that the land they love will be 
forever protected is to donate the land to a qualified 
organization, like KLT. 

Donations can include all or just a part of the land-
owner’s property. KLT offers some programs with 
funding to purchase conservation easements. For more 
information on donating land for conservation purpos-
es, please call the KLT office at 785-749-3297. 

Conservation Policy - KLT works with other 
conservation organizations in Kansas and nationally 
to encourage local, state and federal governments to 
adopt land use and management decisions that will 
assure responsible growth that is compatible with the 
protection of our State’s most valuable natural and 
historic resources and farm and ranch lands. 

For more information on these and other conservation 
resources, email information@klt.org or call us at 785
-749-3297. 

http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
http://www.klt.org/videos
mailto:%20'information@klt.org'
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The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the USDA Service 
Center.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, please call 785.843.4260. 

The Kansas Rural Center (KRC) will hold its annual 
Farm and Food Conference Friday and Saturday, No-
vember 8-9, 2019 in Wichita at the Drury Plaza 
Broadview Hotel. This year, the two-day program will 
include a Friday evening anniversary celebration of 
KRC’s 40 Years as the voice for sustainable agricul-
ture and a sustainable food system in Kansas. 

Friday evening’s 40th Anniversary Celebration will 
be part of conference registration but also open to non
-conference attendees for “$40 for 40” and feature an 
extensive local food buffet of snacks and hors d’oeu-
vres, local wine and beer, music and old friends.  

Under a theme of “Planting Ideas, Growing Our Fu-
ture: Carbon, Climate and Communities”, speakers, 
panelists, and workshop sessions will feature presen-
tations and discussions on how biological, human, and 
economic diversity builds resilience and how we can 

make it happen on our farms and in our communities. 

The keynoter for day one is Fred Iutzi, President of 
The Land Institute, who will address “Agriculture’s 
role in economic justice and ecological sustainability” 
exploring new ways to produce food in a redesigned 
agricultural system that will meet our needs in a 
changing climate. Day two will feature keynoter Bec-
ca Jablonski, Colorado State University Local Foods 
Agricultural Economist, on “Bridging the Urban/
Rural Divide Through Local/Regional Food Sys-
tems”. 

Both days will feature 12 workshops each day ranging 
from thought-provoking presentations on hot issues to 
practical how-to’s for your farm or community and 
organizing how-to’s for advocacy and grassroots en-
gagement. 

2019 KRC Farm & Food Conference 

November 8 - November 9 

Drury Plaza Broadview Hotel 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN! 
Early bird registration to attend the two-day conference is available at $70 per day or $135 for both days until 
Sept. 30th. After that registration will be $75 per day or $145 for both days. Scholarships and student rates 
available. Please inquire at info@kansasruralcenter.org. 

Planting Ideas, Growing Our Future: Carbon, Climate and Communities 

The demands of farm-
ing life are plentiful—
unpredictable growing 
seasons, equipment 
breakdowns and 
more.  Unfortunately, 

these demands take a toll on the dedicated people who 
drive our agriculture industry, which can lead to 
stress, mental health issues and even suicide. 

MSU Extensions has programs that can help both 
farmers and their families learn more about the causes 
and cost of stress. Each program offers participants 
valuable skills that they can start using to help man-
age stress and anger. https://www.canr.msu.edu/
managing_farm_stress/ 
 

“Bury Seeds, Not Stress,” a free, comprehensive 
four-course webinar series For the past several 
years, Michigan State University Extension has been 
building a suite of resources to help farming profes-
sionals take care of their mental health. Now, in 
recognition of September as National Suicide Preven-
tion Month, MSU Extension is proud to announce a 
new addition to the farm stress toolbox: https://
www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/bury-seeds
-not-stress 

Managing Farm Stress 

from Michigan State University  

https://kansasruralcenter.org/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/bury-seeds-not-stress
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/bury-seeds-not-stress
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/bury-seeds-not-stress
https://www.canr.msu.edu/managing_farm_stress/index
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DCCD Friends of Conservation 

Nickels Farms  

& Old School Guide Service 
17100 Fairview Rd, McLouth, KS  66054 

Mike Nickels 
785-393-9308 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com 

https://www.oldschoolguideservice.com 
Native Grass Seeding, CRP Maintenance, Forestry 

Maintenance & Planting, Wildlife Habitat, Erosion Re-

mediation, Weed Control, Pasture Over-Seeding, 

Land Resource Management 

http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://www.oldschoolguideservice.com
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BRUSH CLEARING 

Joe Bauman 

785-489-2416 

Ralph Guffey 

785-633-5498 

Farmer Excavating Inc 

15440 94th Street 

Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

Info@FarmerExc.com 

Office: 785-224-1791 

http://farmerexc.com/ 

Frack Pasture Clearing 

Dakota Frack 

785-248-9341 

dakotafrack@hotmail.com 

Russ Moore 

2137 NW 52nd Street 

Topeka, KS 66618 

785-286-4094 

Doug Porter 

Perry, KS 

785-597-5971 

785-766-7620 (cell) 

porterstreeshearing@gmail.com 

EARTHWORK 

Beeghley Excavating Inc. 

1164 N 650th Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-979-2411 

Criqui Construction 

PO Box 208 

Melvern, KS 66510 

785-549-3578 

http://criquiconstruction.com/ 

Jayhawk Excavating 

PO Box 3322  

Lawrence, KS 66046 

785-841-1171 

King Brothers Construction 

Oskaloosa, KS 66066 

785-863-2534 

https://www.kings-const.com/ 

Lang Dirt Services, LLC 

1154 N. 800 Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-840-4248 

langdirtservices@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-
Services 

Markley Ditching LLC 

1154 N 800 Rd 

Baldwin City, KS 66006 

785-423-3111 

Price Excavating, LLC 

Zack Price 

785-615-1924 

priceexcavating726@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
priceexecavating/ 

 

Ken Taylor 

2136 N 100th Rd 

Wellsville, KS 66092 

785-979-2979 

FENCING 

Dean Chambers 

3473 Texas Rd. 

Wellsville, KS 66092 

785-883-4789 

Smitty’s Fence 

Tyler Schmidt 

913-683-3656 

MOWING 

Jon Haggard 

785-331-9118 

NATIVE GRASS DRILLS 

Douglas Co. Conservation District 

4920 Bob Billings Pkwy 

Lawrence, KS 66049 

785-843-4260, ext 3 

http://www.douglasccd.com/ 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-393-9308 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

 

The Douglas County Conservation District (DCCD) provides the List of Contractors and Ven-
dors as an information source for Land Owners only.  
 
If you are a Contractor or Vendor and would like to be added to this list, please contact the 

Douglas County Conservation District . 

785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 

Find Us Online: http://www.douglasccd.com/  

Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 

tel:7852241791
http://farmerexc.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
mailto:porterstreeshearing@gmail.com
http://criquiconstruction.com/
https://www.kings-const.com/
mailto:langdirtservices@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-Services-404889303036443/
https://www.facebook.com/Lang-Dirt-Services-404889303036443/
tel:785%20423%203111
mailto:priceexcavating726@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/priceexecavating/
https://www.facebook.com/priceexecavating/
http://www.douglasccd.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
http://www.douglasccd.com/
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
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NATIVE GRASS DRILLS 
(CONTINUED) 

Kansas Wildlife & Parks 

300 SW Wannamaker Rd. 

Topeka, KS 

785-273-6740 

Brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov 

https://ksoutdoors.com/ 

POND MANAGEMENT 

Aquatic Environmental Consultants 

422 W. 2nd 

Bonner Springs, KS 66012 

402-677-8498 

tim@aeclakes.com 

https://aeclakes.com/ 

PRESCRIBED BURNING 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-863-2037 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

Safe Burn 

Mike Hirschmann 

785-979-2954 

Mike.hirsrchmann12@gmail.com 

RESTORATION &  

        CONSULTATION 

Native Lands 

Courtney Masterson 

913-207-8034 

For.the.prairie@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/
ForThePrairie/ 

 

 

Norman Ecological Consulting, LLC 

Lawrence, KS 66049 

785-691-9748 

info@normanecological.com 

normanecological.com 

Terra Technologies 

1920 West 143rd 

Leawood, KS 66224 

913-385-9560 

http://terratechnologies.com/ 

SEED TESTING LAB 

Kansas Crop Improvement . 

2000 Kimball 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

785-532-6118 

https://www.kscrop.org/ 

SOIL TESTING  

Kinsey Agricultural Services, Inc. 
315 State Highway 77 
Charleston, Missouri 63834 
P: (573) 683-3880 
F: (573) 683-6227 
E: office@kinseyag.com 
http://kinseyag.com/ 

TIMBER STAND IMPROVEMENT 

Kansas Forest Service 

List of Contractors 

2610 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785.532.3300  

https://www.kansasforests.org/ 

Betts Enterprises 

Jacob Betts  

620-252-5253 

Ecotone Forestry 

PO Box 339 

Ottawa, KS 66067 

785-241-9007 

Ryan@ecotoneforestry.com 

TREE & SHRUB PLANTING 

Nickels Farms & Old School Guide 
Service 

17100 Fairview Rd 

Mc Louth, KS 66054 

785-863-2037 

nickelsfarms@gmail.com  

https://oldschoolguideservice.com/ 

TREE VENDORS 

Kansas Forest Service 

2610 Claflin Road 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
785.532.3300  
https://www.kansasforests.org/ 
Conservation Seedlings 

WELL DRILLERS 

E4 Excavating Inc. 

1452 E 1 Rd 

Berryton, KS 66409-9000 

785-224-5449 

Larsen & Assoc. 

1311 E. 25th Street, Ste B 

Lawrence, KS 66046 

785-841-8707 

Phyllis@larsenenvironmental.com 

 

Contractor  &  Vendor Information 

If you are a Contractor or Vendor and would like to be added to this list, please contact the 
Douglas County Conservation District . 

785-843-4260 x 3  

douglasccd1@gmail.com 

mailto:Brad.rueschhoff@ks.gov
https://ksoutdoors.com/
mailto:tim@aeclakes.com
https://aeclakes.com/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
mailto:Mike.hirsrchmann12@gmail.com
mailto:for.the.prairie@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/ForThePrairie/
https://www.facebook.com/ForThePrairie/
mailto:info@normanecological.com
normanecological.com
http://terratechnologies.com/
https://www.kscrop.org/
mailto:office@kinseyag.com
http://kinseyag.com/
https://www.kansasforests.org/rural_forestry/rural_docs/Forestry%20Contractors%20September%202018.pdf
https://www.kansasforests.org/
mailto:nickelsfarms@gmail.com
https://oldschoolguideservice.com/
https://www.kansasforests.org/
https://www.kansasforests.org/conservation_trees/
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DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Board of Supervisors: 
Jordan Olsen, Chair 
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair 
David Brown, Treasurer 
Mike Flory, Member 
Lowell Neitzel, Member  

District Personnel: 
Randy Winchester, District Manager 
Heather McPeek, Education & Outreach  
Jeremy Gaines, Soil Technician 

Natural Resources Conservation Service: 
Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist 

Farm Service Agency 
785.843.4260, ext. 2 
Johnathon Alley, County Exec. Dir. 
Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech. 
Jessica Yost, Program Tech. 

Douglas County Conservation District 785.843.4260, ext. 3 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 

Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund.  All 
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age or handicap. 

http://www.douglasccd.com
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