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Clean Water Healthy Lands
Bright Future
Events Calendar:
October 21-22: Mother Earth News Fair, Topeka
November 1: Growing Lawrence meeting:
Extension office, 7:00 am
November 1: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am
November 4: Jayhawk Audubon Society Autumn
Seed Sale, Pre-orders due Oct. 31. Call Linda Lips
@ (785) 766-3567.
November 8-9: Governor’s Conference on the
Future of Water in Kansas, Manhattan
November 17-18: Kansas Rural Center Annual
Farm & Food Conference, Manhattan
November 20-21: Kansas Association of
Conservation Districts Annual Convention,
Wichita

Demonstration Farm
Starting in Douglas County
In 2016, the Douglas County Conservation District leased
acreage in Douglas County to develop a demonstration farm at
the southwest corner of N 1000 and E 1500 Roads.
The overarching goal for the demonstration farm is to
demonstrate different farming practices and compare the
resulting ecological benefits of each practice so that
landowners, farmers, and producers might consider
implementing additional conservation sensitive farming
methods on their land.
The Demonstration Farm has been separated into four fields
with each field supporting a different farming practice, from
conventional tillage to multi-species cover crop. With income
from crop harvests, various grants and donations, and Board
Supervisors volunteering time and expertise, the District plans
to operate the farm at a break-even position.

November 23: Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed
December 4: Conservation Conversation: Getting
Ready to Buy the Farm, Baldwin City Library, 7 pm
December 6: Growing Lawrence meeting:
Extension office, 7:00 am
December 6: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am

January 4: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am
January 20: Eagles Day Event, Lawrence
February 8: DCCD Annual Meeting

The District wants to thank the current list of donors for their
valuable support and contributions:
Rockers Excavating
Lang Dirt Work
Heritage Tractor
Fawl Seed
Feyh Farm Seed
Prime Ag Services
Baldwin Feed
To learn more about the Demonstration Farm, please plan to
join us March 15, 2018 for a full-day field day. Speakers will
include Shawn Tiffany—Tiffany Cattle Company, Neal Kinsey—
Kinsey Agricultural Services, and Matt Wyckoff with Prime Ag
Services.

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.
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Douglas County Conservation District
Receives National Grant
The Douglas County Conservation District was one of 19 districts in 14 states awarded a National Association
of Conservation Districts grant to boost technical assistance capacity for urban agriculture conservation
projects.
The $50,000 grant will fund projects that:
1. Build the capacity of community gardeners and backyard growers to integrate conservation practices
into urban agriculture systems, especially in food insecure neighborhoods of our city.
2. Provide a dynamic showcase of conservation techniques through the construction and promotion of a
high tunnel growing system at the Douglas County Fairgrounds.
3. Solidify and deepen partnerships with the project
stakeholders (Conservation District, K-State
Research and Extension, the City of Lawrence, and
Douglas County) to coordinate urban agriculture
conservation outreach programs.
“We are thrilled to receive the funding from NACD, as
it both recognizes the great progress we’ve made in
food systems and urban agriculture in Douglas County,
and provides the resources for us to continue this
momentum,” said Randy Winchester, District Manager
of the Douglas County Conservation District.
NACD established the Urban Agriculture Conservation Grants Initiative in 2016 to help conservation districts
and their partners provide much needed technical assistance for agricultural conservation in urban areas
with limited access to fresh and healthy foods. Since then, NACD has awarded a total of $3 million in grants
to 61 conservation districts in 30 states through this initiative.

“Today, 86 percent of Americans live in urban areas, which cover just 28 percent of the nation’s land area.
The landscapes our customers own and manage have changed since the Dust Bowl when many of our
nation’s 3,000 conservation districts were first established, and so has conservation districts’ approach to
serving them,” NACD President Brent Van Dyke said.
“A majority of conservation districts are now involved in some form of urban and community conservation
work. As a delivery system, and as a conservation family, we’ve risen to the challenge of providing worldclass technical support whenever – and wherever – it is needed.”
For a complete list of the 19 conservation districts who received awards in 2017, visit NACD’s website at
www.nacdnet.net

Douglas County Conservation District
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Are You Ready to Buy the FarmIn a Good Way?
- A Conservation Conversation
First time buyers of land and homes in the country often find obstacles
when it comes to financing and other mortgage resources on properties
over 10 acres. Join Rick Kuhle, a Financial Officer with Frontier Farm Credit, as he discusses resources
available when buying land. He will offer a few tips, provide a list of resources available, and share land
value trends in Douglas County and Kansas. After his presentation, there will be a Q & A session with a panel
of experts.
Join us on Monday, December 4th at 7:00 p.m. at the Baldwin City Library Activity Room to ask your
questions and learn more about the ins and outs of buying land.
Please let us know if you will be attending by contacting the Conservation office (785-843-4260, ext. 3),
e-mail douglasccd1@gmail.com or check out our website: www.douglasccd.com
Part of the Conservation Conversation lecture series

Introducing the new Conservation
Technician for Douglas County
Hello, my name is Thomas Ehlinger, and I am the new Soil Conservation Technician
for Douglas County. I grew up in Lee’s Summit, Missouri, where I spent most of my
time enjoying the outdoors. Backpacking, camping, fly-fishing, hunting, and
waterskiing all garnered my desire to develop a deeper knowledge for the
outdoors.
In May, I graduated from Drake University with a Bachelor of Science in
Environmental Science. During my time at Drake University, I spent 3 years working
within the Residence Halls helping to foster a healthy community and create a home away from home for
First Years. On top of my residence hall experience, I spent 2 years working on research with a professor
regarding water quality in Central Iowa. During those 2 years, I worked on 2 different research projects,
which proposed the questions, “Can land conservation improve ecosystem health of streams in Central
Iowa” and “What are the spatial and temporal dynamics of water quality in the Raccoon River”. After great
experiences with my research, I decided to pursue a career in water quality and soil health.
I am extremely excited to be the new Soil Conservation Technician for Douglas County as the position blends
my two passions together. I can’t wait to help improve soil health and water quality through land
conservation practices to ensure future generations have the same opportunities to experience the
outdoors!
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Conservation Partners

Conservation Partner Profile
Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our ‘Partners in Conservation’. Whether we cooperate by
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our
partnerships with groups in the community.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers staff at Clinton
Lake manages the lake and surrounding lands to
provide benefits to the local area and to the nation
in areas of Flood Damage Reduction, Recreation,
Fish and Wildlife Management, Water Supply, and
Water Quality Improvement. The Corps manages
7,000-acres of water and an additional 15,000 acres
of land around Clinton Lake, part of which is leased
to other agencies for their use.
Five parks around the lake – Bloomington East,
Bloomington West, Woodridge, Rockhaven
Equestrian, and Overlook – are managed and maintained by the Corps of Engineers for camping and day use.
These parks include campsites, a beach, boat ramps, a fishing dock, picnic grounds, sand volleyball courts, a
disc golf course, and trails for hiking, biking, and horseback riding.
In addition to managing the recreational areas, the staff inspects, maintains, and operates the dam and
outlet works. Dam inspections are routinely conducted and maintenance is performed as needed. When
needed, Corps employees make water release changes to the Wakarusa River in coordination with the
Kansas City District Water Management Section.
The Corps of Engineers also manages the natural
resources of Clinton Lake in partnership with Kansas
Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism through
several techniques. Some of the land has been
restored to native grassland and oak hickory forest,
while other areas are leased for agricultural
purposes, with wildlife management being a central
theme.
For more information on the Corps of Engineers at
Clinton Lake, call our office at 785-843-7665 or visit
our website at http://www.nwk.usace.army.mil/
Locations/District-Lakes/Clinton-Lake/ .

Upcoming Opportunities

Mark your calendars
for our 71th Annual
Meeting!
When: Thursday, February 8, 2018
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Meeting Hall, Douglas County
Fairgrounds,
We hope you will be join us as we
celebrate conservation in Douglas
County. The evening will include a
recap of the past year, the Board of
Supervisors’ elections, and we will
honor the Bankers Award and Poster &
Limerick Contest winners.
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SARE Farmer Rancher Grant
Program
The Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE)
Farmer Rancher Grant Program began in 1992 to fund farmers
and ranchers striving for agricultural sustainability. This
competitive grant program is for farmers and ranchers who
want to explore sustainable solutions to problems through onfarm research, demonstration, and education projects.
Farmer Rancher grants have funded a variety of topics
including pest/disease management, crop and livestock
production, education/outreach, networking, quality of life
issues, marketing, soil quality, energy, and more.
The 2018 Farmer Rancher program call for proposals is now
available. The deadline is December 7, 2017. For more
information, check out their website at
www.northcentralsare.org

2017 Kansas Bankers Association Awards
There is still time to nominate a friend or neighbor for the Kansas Bankers Award. The purpose of this
program is to stimulate a greater interest in the conservation of the agricultural and natural resources of
Kansas by giving recognition to those farmers and landowners who have made outstanding progress in
practicing conservation on their farms. Each year over 200 Kansas producers and landowners are recognized
through this program. It is co-sponsored by Kansas Bankers Associates, K-State Research and Extension,
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, and the Douglas County Conservation District.
The conservation awards may be given in the following categories:
Soil Conservation
Wildlife

Water Quality
Buffer

Energy
Grassland

This year’s winners will be announced at the upcoming Annual Meeting of the Douglas County Conservation
District on February 8, 2018.
This program is a wonderful opportunity to recognize some of the landowners in Douglas County that have
worked hard for conservation! Call 785-843-4260 with your nominations. Thank you …when we all work
together, great things can happen!
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Youth Conservation Education

Douglas County Water Festival
On Friday, September 29, over 850 Douglas County 5th graders rotated through five stations learning why
Every Drop (of Water) Counts. This education event was a collaborative effort led by the Douglas County
Conservation District, funded in part by the Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council and the Upper
Wakarusa WRAPS, and hosted by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the grounds of the Wakarusa Valley
Historical Museum. Sessions included water quality, water quantity and the heritage of water in Douglas
County.
Thanks to the following organizations who provided instruction at the stations:

Douglas County K-State Extension;
Franklin County Conservation District;
Jefferson County Conservation District;
Kansas Biological Survey;
Kansas Geological Survey;
Kansas Water Office;
University of Kansas Center for STEM Learning;
University of Kansas Museum of Natural History;
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers;
Wakarusa River Valley Heritage Museum

Eudora Community Museum;
Grassland Heritage Foundation;
Johnson County Conservation District;
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks and Tourism;
Kansas River Kings Museum;
Shawnee County Conservation District;
University of Kansas Environmental Studies;
USD 497 Farm 2 School;
U.S. Geological Survey;

And thanks to Frontier Farm Credit, the Osage County Conservation District and the Shawnee County
Conservation Districts for providing volunteers for the day.

The Wakarusa River Valley
Heritage Museum provided
historical context for water.

Hands-on active learning
was the goal of the day!

A beautiful day
at Clinton Lake!

DCCD Odds and Ends

Friend of
Conservation
The Douglas County Conservation District has
a great opportunity available for you! Become a
Friend of Conservation in Douglas County and
we will promote your business on our website,
in our quarterly newsletter, and at our annual
meeting. Conservation is important in Douglas
County, and what better way to show support
than joining with the District to become a
Friend of Conservation. Contact our office to
learn more about this exciting new program.

Thanks to these
“Friends of Conservation…”
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District Drill
The Conservation District’s new drill has been in fields
all over the county. Can it help you?
The LandPride 606 NT seed drill has a 6-foot head and
can easily be towed behind a pickup truck for travel
to and from sites. With three seed boxes, warm
season grasses, cool season grasses, and forbs can all
be seeded. The rental rate is $100 check-out fee, plus
$10 per acre.
For more information,
estimates, and scheduling,
contact Randy at 785-8434260, ext. 129.

Did you know the Conservation District has
equipment to loan free of charge?
Including:
Soil Compaction Meter, Soil Probe,
Prescribed Burn Equipment

Call or stop by our office today to reserve!

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the
USDA Service Center. If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter,
please call 785.843.4260.

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
District Manager: Randy.Winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
Conservation Technician: Thomas.ehlinger@ks.usda.gov
Education & Outreach: Sue.Funk@ks.nacdnet.net
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Return Service Requested

Prsrt Std
U.S. Postage
PAID
Lawrence, KS 66049-1996
Permit #132

Clean Water Healthy Lands Bright Future

Clean Water Healthy Lands

Shipping Address
Bright Future
www.douglasccd.com

DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260, ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Board of Supervisors:
Jordan Olsen, Chair
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair
David Brown, Treasurer
Mike Flory, Member
Lowell Neitzel, Member

District Personnel:
Randy Winchester, District Manager
Thomas Ehlinger, Conservation Technician
Sue Ann Funk, Education & Outreach

Farm Service Agency
785.843.4260, ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, Co. Exec. Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech.
Jessica Yost, Program Tech.
Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist
Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist

