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Protecting Douglas County
Natural Resources Since 1945

Clean Water Healthy Lands
Bright Future
Events Calendar:
October 22-23: Mother Earth News Fair, Topeka
November 2: Growing Lawrence meeting:
Maximizing Markets, Extension office, 7:00 am
November 2: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am
November 11: Veteran’s Day, Office Closed
November 12: Jayhawk Audubon Society
Autumn Seed Sale, Pre-orders due Nov. 8th Call
Cynthia Shaw at (785) 842-0475
November 17: Ag Lease Law, Community Center,
Eudora, 1:30 pm
November 21-22: Kansas Association of
Conservation Districts Annual Convention,
Wichita
November 24: Thanksgiving Day, Office Closed
December 7: Growing Lawrence meeting:
Cooperative Purchasing Opportunities, Extension
office, 7:00 am
December 7: Storm-water Management
Workshop, Meeting Hall, Douglas Co. Fairgrounds
December 7: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am
January 4: District Board Meeting, 11:45 am
January 23: Eagles Day Event, Lawrence
February 9: DCCD Annual Meeting

Kansas Ag Lease Law
Thursday, November 17, 1:30-2:30 pm
Community Center, Eudora
Are you currently involved in leasing your agricultural land? Is
leasing in your future? Join us for a presentation covering
many aspects of Agricultural Leasing Laws in Kansas.
The presentation will review: the basics of contract law that
govern enforcement of agricultural leases; the nature of the
property right that a tenant has; the law governing
termination of a lease; rules on the collection of unpaid rent;
liability for injuries to others; the issues if either the landlord
or the tenant dies; some recent cases on ag leases; the
importance of a written lease; and resources for developing a
lease.
Our speaker is Forrest Buhler, Staff Attorney for the Kansas
Agricultural Mediation Services (KAMS), a program
administered through K-State Research and Extension (KSRE)
at Kansas State University.
Bring your questions and join us for this informative
afternoon. Refreshments will be served.
Please let us know if you will be
attending by contacting the
Conservation office (843-4260, ext. 3),
e-mail douglasccd1@gmail.com or
check out our website:
www.douglasccd.com
Part of the Conservation Conversation
lecture series

February 17: Ag Stewardship Conference

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.
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Douglas County Conservation District

Ag Stewardship
Conference

Mark your calendars for our
71th Annual Meeting!
When: Thursday, February 9, 2017
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Meeting Hall, Douglas County Fairgrounds,

We hope you will be join us as we celebrate
conservation in Douglas County. The evening will
include a recap of the past year, the Board of
Supervisors’ elections, and we will honor the Bankers
Award and Poster & Limerick Contest winners.

Farmers and ranchers in east-central Kansas,
especially Douglas, Franklin, Osage, and
Shawnee counties, are encouraged to attend
the 2017 Ag Stewardship Conference on
Friday, February 17th, 2017 at the Grace
Community Church, 310 East 8th Street
(Highway 56) , in Overbrook. The conference
is free to all attendees and lunch will be
provided.
More details will be available in the next
newsletter.

2016 Kansas Bankers Association Awards
There is still time to nominate a friend or neighbor for the Kansas Bankers Award. The purpose of this
program is to stimulate a greater interest in the conservation of the agricultural and natural resources of
Kansas by giving recognition to those farmers and landowners who have made outstanding progress in
practicing conservation on their farms. Each year over 200 Kansas producers and landowners are recognized
through this program. It is co-sponsored by Kansas Bankers Associates, K-State Research and Extension,
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks, and the Douglas County Conservation District.
The conservation awards may be given in the following categories:
Soil Conservation
Wildlife

Water Quality
Buffer

Energy
Grassland

This year’s winners will be announced at the upcoming Annual Meeting of the Douglas County Conservation
District on February 9, 2017.
This program is a wonderful opportunity to recognize some of the landowners in Douglas County that have
worked hard for conservation! Call 785-843-4260 with your nominations. Thank you …when we all work
together, great things can happen!

Need a Conservation Plan or interested in finding out how the District can help with your
land or farming operation? Call 785-843-4260 extension 3

Conservation Partners
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Conservation Partner Profile
Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our ‘Partners in Conservation’. Whether we cooperate by
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our
partnerships with groups in the community.

Upper Wakarusa WRAPS
Non-point sources of pollution are an issue for the country as well as Kansas. Section 319 of the Clean Water
Act commits the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish programs with states that set water
quality standards for streams and lakes that protect these resources from contamination. Watershed
Restoration and Protection Strategy or WRAPS is the program in Kansas, administered by the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment (KDHE), which addresses impairment of streams and lakes from non
-point sources of contamination. Its mission is to improve water quality degraded by non‐point source
pollution, delist impaired waters, meet water quality standards, and restore designated uses for all water
bodies in Kansas.
There are about 40 watersheds that are part of the WRAPS program in Kansas including the Upper
Wakarusa, which is located upstream of Clinton Lake in Douglas, Shawnee, and Osage Counties. Water
quality challenges in the Upper Wakarusa WRAPS (UWW) watershed include sediment decreasing the water
storage capacity of Clinton Lake, nutrients causing algal blooms in Clinton Lake affecting drinking water
quality and aquatic habitat, bacteria in the Wakarusa River and Clinton Lake affecting recreational use,
aquatic habitat, and drinking water quality. To address these issues, the UWW with its leadership team
composed of landowners, residents, municipalities, and other interests in the watershed have developed a
watershed plan to influence the way water quality challenges are met that will protect water supplies,
human health, and aquatic life.
Working with the NRCS, County conservation districts, Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism,
Kansas Forest Service, and others, the UWW can cost share on conservation practices and best management
practices such as no-till cropping, alternative feeding and watering for cattle, riparian buffers, pasture
fencing, cover crops, grass waterway rebuilds,
construction of gradient terraces and tile outlet
terraces, sediment basins, and stream
stabilization measures. The WRAPS group meets
once ever quarter and interested folks are
welcome to attend. If interested in participating
with the UWW, please contact its coordinator,
Frank Norman at (785) 691-9748 for meetings or
cost share opportunities.

Page 4

Conservation Partners

U.S. Department of Agriculture Natural Resource Conservation Service
EQIP Funding Deadline
The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) announced November
18, 2016, as the first cut-off date to apply for fiscal year 2017 funds through the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP).
“EQIP provides Kansas agricultural producers a wide range of opportunities to improve the quality of natural
resources on their land,” State Conservationist Eric B. Banks said. EQIP is a voluntary conservation program
available for agricultural producers. Through EQIP, NRCS will provide financial and technical assistance to
install conservation practices that reduce soil erosion and sedimentation, improve water and air quality, and
create wildlife habitat.
The November 18 application deadline also applies to the following initiatives:
 High Tunnel System Initiative: NRCS will help producers implement high tunnels that extend growing
seasons for high value crops in an environmentally safe manner.
 Lesser Prairie-Chicken Initiative: NRCS will assist producers to implement conservation practices
specifically targeted to improve the lesser prairie-chicken habitat while promoting the overall health of
grazing lands.
 Monarch Butterfly Habitat Development Project: NRCS will assist landowners to establish milkweed and
other plants critical to the iconic Monarch Butterfly.
 On-Farm Energy Initiative: Producers work with an NRCS-approved Technical Service Provider to
develop Agricultural Energy Management Plans or farm energy audits that assess energy consumption on an
agricultural operation.
 Organic Initiative: NRCS will assist producers with installation of conservation practices on agricultural
operations related to organic production. Producers currently certified as organic, transitioning to organic,
or producers who are exempt based on the National Organic Program will have access to a broad set of
conservation practices to assist in treating their resource concerns.

NRCS accepts applications for all of its programs on a continuous basis, but applications must be filed for
these programs by November 18 to be eligible for the next round of funding. Producers interested in EQIP
should submit a signed application to the local NRCS field office.
EQIP also helps address the unique circumstances of socially disadvantaged, veteran, limited resource, and
beginning farmers and ranchers, who have natural resource concerns that need to be addressed on their
land," said Banks. Qualifying Kansas producers compete separately and receive higher payment rates.
For more information visit the Kansas NRCS Web site www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov/programs or your local U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Service Center. Follow us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is an equal
opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Conservation Partners
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Food System Plan
Help guide the future of the Douglas County food system! Local food systems are composed of all
the interdependent steps and actors that go into producing the food that is grown and raised in a region. It
also includes how residents access food and what types of food they are able to eat and feed their families. A
number of external factors influence the local food system, including funding, policies, cultural traditions,
climate, ecology and education.
What is local food planning? Plans help communities identify their future goals and work towards them. They
manage growth, direct road construction, and shape where our parks and homes are built. Until now,
Douglas County hasn’t had a community plan focused on food. Local leaders have asked the Douglas County
Food Policy Council to create a Food System Plan to establish goals and policies to support the continued
development of our local food system. Your voice and perspective as farmers, land owners and residents
matter.
Over the past few months, the Food Policy Council has conducted focus groups, research, and a community
survey. In November, they’re hosting 5 community conversations to share findings and talk with residents
about where we should go as a county—including how to best support farmers, land access, zoning rules and
other topics. These gatherings will provide Douglas County residents an opportunity to discuss their
experiences and thoughts around food and agriculture. Hopefully one of these meetings will be convenient
to attend:

November 10, 6:00-7:30 pm: Lecompton Community Building
November 12, 10:00-11:00 am: Union Pacific Depot, Lawrence
November 14, 6:00-7:30 pm: Douglas County Fairgrounds Meeting Hall, Lawrence
November 15, 6:30-8:00 pm: Community Center, Eudora
November 16, 6:00-7:30 pm: Lumberyard Arts Center, Baldwin City
Want to learn more? Visit www.douglascountyks.org/fpc/food-plan. Also, you may contact Helen Schnoes,
Food Systems Coordinator for Douglas County at 785-832-5157 or hschnoes@douglas-county.com
And thanks for your participation!

Farmers’ Markets
Even though the days are getting cooler, farmers’ market still provide
opportunities for purchasing locally grown goods. Check out these markets:
Lawrence

Lawrence-Indoors

Hours: Saturdays
Sept. 5-Nov. 19: 7am-11 pm
Location: 824 New Hampshire St.
www.lawrencefarmersmarket.com

Hours: Thursdays, 4 pm-6 pm
Market Season: Oct. 6-April 27
Location: Cottin’s Hardware
1832 Massachusetts Street

Eudora
Hours: Tuesdays, 4:30-6:30
Market Season: Thru October
Location: Gene’s Heartland
Foods, 14th & Church Street
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Youth Conservation Education

Douglas County Water Festival
On Friday, September 23, over 700 Douglas County 5th graders rotated through five stations learning why
Every Drop (of Water) Counts. This education event was a collaborative effort led by the Douglas County
Conservation District, funded in part by the Douglas County Heritage Conservation Council, and hosted by the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers on the grounds of the Wakarusa Valley Historical Museum. Sessions included
water quality, water quantity and the heritage of water in Douglas County.
Thanks to the following organizations who provided instruction at the stations: Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism; Douglas County Extension Office; U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Central Plains
Center for Bioassessment; Wakarusa River Valley Heritage Museum; University of Kansas Environmental
Studies; University of Kansas Center for STEM Learning; University of Kansas Museum of Natural History;
Franklin County Conservation District; Jefferson County Conservation District; Shawnee County Conservation
District; Grassland Heritage Foundation; and the Kansas Water Office. Thanks to all who helped make this
event a success.

Hands-on active learning was the goal of the day!

A beautiful day at Clinton Lake!

DCCD Odds and Ends

District Drill
The Conservation District’s new drill has been in
fields all over the county. Can it help you?
The LandPride 606 NT seed drill has a 6-foot head
and can easily be towed behind a pickup truck for
travel to and from sites. With three seed boxes,
warm season grasses, cool season grasses, and
forbs can all be seeded. The rental rate is $100
check-out fee, plus $10 per acre.
For more information,
estimates, and scheduling,
contact Randy at 785-8434260, ext. 129.

Looking for a Contractor?
Visit our resources pages to view the bro‐
chure that includes earthwork, burn assis‐
tance, brush clearing, well drilling, tree/shrub
planting, and much more!
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Did you know the Conservation District has
equipment to loan free of charge?
Including:
Soil Compaction Meter, Soil Probe,
Prescribed Burn Equipment
Call or stop by our office today to reserve!

• E-Newsletter •
Due to increasing budget constraints as well as con‐
servation of natural resources, the District is moving
towards using the electronic version of our news‐
letter. We will continue to send paper but encour‐
age those that can to sign up for the electronic ver‐
sion.
Please send an email to Randy Winchester at
randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net providing your
contact information and email address or sign-up on
our website at www.douglasccd.com. Thank you
for supporting our conservation efforts!

Your Ad Here!
http://www.douglasccd.com/resources.html

Find Us Online:
Website: www.douglasccd.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd
Twitter: @douglasccd1
Follow us for quick up to date information!

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of
Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each
month at the USDA Service Center. If you have any
questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, please call 785.843.4260.

The Douglas County Conservation District pro‐
duces a quarterly newsletter and we want to
include your business information. Call Randy
at 785-843-4260, ext. 3, to get more infor‐
mation on rates and other details.

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
District Manager: Randy.Winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
Conservation Technician: Steven.Hallstrom@ks.usda.gov
Education & Outreach: Sue.Funk@ks.nacdnet.net

Douglas County Conservation District
4920 Bob Billings Parkway, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
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Clean Water Healthy Lands Bright Future

Clean Water Healthy Lands
Shipping Address
Bright Future
www.douglasccd.com

DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260, ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Board of Supervisors:
Karen Willey, Chair
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair
Jordan Olsen, Treasurer
David Brown, Member
Mike Florey, Member

District Personnel:
Randy Winchester, District Manager
Steven Hallstrom, Conservation Technician
Sue Ann Funk, Education & Outreach

Farm Service Agency
785.843.4260, ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, Co. Exec. Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech.
Jessica Yost, Program Tech.

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist
Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist

