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Clean Water Healthy Lands
Bright Future
Events Calendar:
April 7: Growing with High Tunnels, Dreher
Family Building, 2110 Harper
April 17: Conservation Conversation:
“Noxious Weeds or Obnoxious Plants”, 1:00
p.m., Douglas Co. Public Works Auditorium
April 19: History & Environmental Fair,
9 am-3 pm, KS Museum of History, Topeka

April 21: Earth Day Celebration, South Park,
Lawrence
April 28: Douglas County Master Gardeners
Spring Fair, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., Douglas
County Fairgrounds
April 29: Day of Creativity: People. Plants.
Play, Natural History Museum, KU
May 2: District Board Meeting
June 6: District Board Meeting
June 26: Conservation Conversation:
“Aquatic Vegetation Management”,
7:00 p.m., Flory Meeting Hall, Fairgrounds

Conservation Conversation:

Noxious Weeds or Obnoxious
Plants
Tuesday, April 17, 1:00 p.m.
Douglas County Public Works Auditorium,
3755 E. 24th Street, Lawrence
Join Alan Hollinger, Douglas County Noxious Weed Director
and Brandon French, Vegetation Control Specialist, for a
presentation on the listed noxious weeds of Douglas County
and the best methods of control. If you don’t know what to do
about sericea lespedeza or how to control your bindweed,
here is your chance to get answers to all your noxious weed
questions.
Please RSVP to Douglas County Conservation District for free
registration or if you need special accommodations: 843-4260,
ext. 3 or e-mail douglasccd1@gmail.com

And coming up in June:

Aquatic Vegetation Management
Tuesday, June 26, 7:00 p.m.
Flory Meeting Hall, Douglas Co. Fairgrounds
Presentation will cover control options for common aquatic
plant species, presented by Richard Sanders, District Fisheries
Biologist, KS Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism.

Part of the Conservation Conversation lecture series

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.
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Awards Presented at Annual Meeting, Feb. 8, 2018
At our 72nd Annual Meeting, the District honored landowners in five categories during the Kansas Bankers’
Awards portion of the evening.
The Wildlife Award was presented to Robert Lewis. Mr. Lewis was nominated
by Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism District Biologist Brad
Rueschhoff. Robert purchased 50 acres in 2015 and enrolled it in the EQIP
Wildlife program. Working with the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and
Tourism and Douglas County NRCS he has removed many acres of invasive
trees and conducted prescribed burning which has improved the native prairie
found on site. He has also treated sericea lespedeza and planted a food plot on
The Wildlife Award
a portion of the cropland.
presented to Robert Lewis by
The Energy Conservation Award was presented to Bryan & Carolyn Welch who Michelle Jennings of the
Central Bank of the Midwest.
were nominated by Ian Spomer, and Cromwell Solar. Bryan & Carolyn run a
goat and sheep farm. They installed a solar array in 2013 to hopefully offset
100% of their electrical usage on their operation. They also do a number of other water and soil conservation
projects on the property. Bryan & Carolyn practice and preach energy conservation.
The Kansas Bankers Association Water Quality Award was presented to John
Bradley. Mr. Bradley was nominated by Will Boyer, Extension Watershed
Specialist. John has done an exemplary job of managing his riparian woodlands
and streams through timber stand improvement, managed livestock access, and
by providing alternative drinking tanks filled from sources such as wells, rural
water, and ponds. Moderate stocking rates and rotational grazing keep his grass
plants healthy, ensuring that fewer nutrients and bacteria are transported by
runoff and more soak into the soil. Winter feeding sites have been relocated and
improved so that manure can be more easily removed and spread onto fields
when and where it is needed. Additionally, stockpiled fescue is grazed in the
winter months allowing for reduced confined feeding. John relies on his cattle to
The Water Quality Award do most of the work of harvesting forage and spreading manure. John’s
presented to John
stewardship example, seen by other part-time agriculture producers in the
Bradley by Michelle
county, makes him particularly worthy of this award. He has always been eager to
Jennings.
learn, try new things and share his experiences.
The Kansas Bankers Association Soil Conservation Award was presented to
Mike Eckman. Mr. Eckman was nominated by the Douglas County
Conservation District Supervisors. As the Board described Mike’s farm, it is
some of the steepest, most challenging land to farm in Douglas
County. Despite this, he consistently produces good crop yields year in and
year out. He has never asked the District for cost-share assistance on any of
the projects he has taken on. He is a farmer who does it on his own. Mike has
The Soil Conservation Award presented to Mike Eckman by Michelle Jennings.
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Conservation Awards (continued)
been no-tilling the ground for what seems like forever to help reduce soil erosion. Mike also runs some
cattle on the property. He has turned his property into a land of many uses by guiding upland bird hunts in
the offseason through “Eckman Hunting Preserve.”
The Grassland Award was presented to Lee Broyles. Mr. Broyles was
nominated by the Douglas County Conservation District Supervisors. Lee has
become known as a local leader in the Grass-fed and Grass-finished beef sector
of agriculture in NE Kansas. Lee, along with his sister Patty, have started the
“Broyles Beef” brand, and have done well with their red Angus herd. Lee has
also been actively engaged with cover crops, no-till and other conservation
farming practices for many years. He works closely with past board supervisor
Karen Willey to implement conservation practices to make his cropping and
grazing operations more efficient and profitable.
If you know of any landowner who should receive a conservation award in
Douglas County, please call our office. We accept nominations throughout the
year.

District Manager Randy
Winchester presenting the
District’s Grassland Award

2018 State Cost-Share Sign-up Has Begun!
Time to mark your calendar and start thinking about upcoming projects such as terraces, waterways, tile
systems, livestock waterers, range planting, streambank protection, and more. Sign-up runs April 1 through
June 15, 2018.
All cost-share practices must be built to Division of Conservation (DOC) approved standards. Specifications
are based on USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office Technical Guide Standards
and Specifications. Cost-share funds are allocated using a ranking process approved by the Division of
Conservation. Landowners should receive notice of approved projects no later than July 23, 2018.
To apply for funding, please call us (785-843-4260 x129) to discuss how we can help with your next
conservation project! An application can be downloaded from our website at www.douglasccd.com/how-toapply.html.
In addition to State cost-share funds, the Douglas County Conservation District has additional funds allocated
for projects in the Upper Wakarusa Watershed surrounding Clinton Lake.
The Kansas Division of Conservation (DOC) administers state cost-share programs through your Conservation
District. The District provides landowners financial and technical assistance to implement approved
conservation practices. Funding is provided by the Division of Conservation, Kansas Department of
Agriculture through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund.
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Education

Youth Conservation Education
Congratulations to the 2017 Poster, Essay and Limerick Contest Winners who were recognized at the 2018
Douglas County Conservation District Annual Meeting in February. By emphasizing the theme “Healthy Soils
Are Full Of Life”, the students reminded us all that soil is more than just dirt! A few highlights:

1st place—Kindergarten-1st grade poster
Larkyn Bertels, Raintree Montessori School

1st Place—3rd-8th Grade Limerick
Malakai Viteri, Raintree Montessori School
The Evolution of Soil
The soil has cracks
And the plants are turning black
That means the soil is dry
And it means the plants say “goodbye
It rained and rained and the plants grew back.

1st place—4th-6th Grade Poster
Jonas Lord, South Middle School
The 2018 Poster Contest theme is “Watersheds: Our Water, Our Home”. The
poster contest is open for grades Kindergarten through 12th grade. Posters should
be on 12” x 18” paper, horizontal orientation.
The Limerick Contest is available for grades 3-8 and should reflect a conservation
theme.
The Essay Contest is open for grades 5-8, and the essay should be typed on letter-sized paper, 500 words or
less with the subject of why conservation is important.
All three contests are open to any Douglas County Student. Complete rules are available in the DCCD office
or on the website: www.douglasccd.com. The deadline for the 2018 contest is September 20.

Conservation Partners
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Conservation Partner Profile
Each quarterly newsletter, we feature one of our ‘Partners in Conservation’. Whether we cooperate by
hosting workshops and lecture series together or helping out at each other’s events, we appreciate our
partnerships with groups in the community.

Kansas Biological Survey
The Kansas Biological Survey was created in 1866
to gather data on the flora and fauna of the
state. We became part of the University of
Kansas in 1911. Today, as a KU research center,
we work with collaborators across campus and
at other universities, and with regional and
national partners including The Nature
Conservancy, The Land Institute, the National
Science Foundation, and county and state
Swallowtails feed among native gayfeather at the restored
agencies. In addition, the Survey is a nonprairie area along the Rockefeller Prairie Trail at the KU
regulatory agency of the State of Kansas.
Field Station.
We are a staff of more than 60, with 18 of our scientists also holding faculty positions. Each year, we
welcome new postdoctoral researchers, graduate students and undergraduates to our labs and programs.
Over the past few decades, our scope of activities has expanded to address not only state concerns—such as
clean and plentiful water—but also global environmental and biological issues. Our research initiatives focus
on a wide range of related activities, including:
 holistic environmental analyses;
 community and ecosystem ecology;
 conservation and rehabilitation of ecosystems;
and remote sensing/GIS sciences (including systems analyses and data archiving).
In addition, the Survey operates the 3,700-acre KU Field Station, which covers four sites: our Core Research
and Operations Area just north of Lawrence; our Baldwin Woods site; the Anderson County Prairie Preserve;
and the Hall Nature Reserve west of Lawrence.
Find us online at biosurvey.ku.edu and www.facebook.com/
ksbiosurvey.kufieldstation.

Ted Harris, research assistant professor at the Survey,
visits Milford Lake during a harmful algal bloom
episode to take samples.
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Kansas Providing New Hunting Opportunities
One of the top priorities of the Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, & Tourism (KDWPT) is to provide
access for hunting opportunities in urban areas. In a state that is 98 percent privately owned that task
becomes even more important and difficult. Throughout the years KDWPT has struggled to provide
adequate, quality hunting access around the urban areas of Kansas.
iWIHA is a new program that has been developed to address this issue. iWIHA is a way to give additional
incentives to landowners who provide limited hunting access where it is needed the most and is available in
18 urban counties near the KC-Lawrence-Topeka and Wichita areas.
This program takes a limited-use concept and ties it to the iSportsman application that is currently being
used on several Public Wildlife Areas across the state as well as military installations across the nation to help
manage public-use areas.
Landowners who enroll property into the program will decide how many hunters have access to the
property, when they have access to the property, and with what equipment they are allowed to hunt with.
Participating landowners will receive a payment which varies depending on the number of acres offered (no
minimum,) quality of habitat, and length of the access period. Payments of up to $18 per acre are
authorized. In addition, a one-time Sign-up Incentive Payment is available.
KDWPT is optimistic that iWIHA will greatly assist our effort to provide the public with opportunities for the
use and appreciation of the natural resources of Kansas. If you are a landowner interested in learning more
about the incentives of enrolling property into iWIHA, call Brad Rueschhoff at 785-273-6740, or visit http://
ksoutdoors.com/Hunting/Hunting-Programs/iWIHA-Limited-Access-Hunts for more information.

2018 Native Plant Sales
Sunrise Project Plant Sale

Douglas County Master Gardeners

Saturdays, April 14, 28 and May 12, 1-4 pm,
1501 Learnard Ave.
www.sunriseprojectks.org

Saturday, June 3nd, 9 am to 1:30 pm
Douglas Co. 4H Fairgrounds, 2110 Harper St.
www.douglas.k-state.edu

Monarch Watch Plant Sale & Open House
Saturday, May 12th, 8 am-2 pm
Foley Hall, University of Kansas, 2021 Constant Ave.
www.monarchwatch.org/openhouse

Grassland Heritage Foundation
Saturday, May 19th, 9 am-1 p.m.
Trinity Episcopal Church Lawn, 1011 Vermont St.
grasslandheritage@gmail.com

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
District Manager: randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
Conservation Technician: thomas.ehlinger@ks.usda.gov
Education & Outreach: sue.Funk@ks.nacdnet.net

Friends of Conservation

Thanks to these “Friends of
Conservation…”
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Clean Water Healthy Lands Bright Future

Clean Water Healthy Lands
Shipping Address
Bright Future
www.douglasccd.com

DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260, ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday
Board of Supervisors:
Jordan Olsen, Chair
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair
David Brown, Treasurer
Mike Flory, Member
Lowell Neitzel, Member

District Personnel:
Randy Winchester, District Manager
Thomas Ehlinger, Conservation Technician
Sue Ann Funk, Education & Outreach

Farm Service Agency
785.843.4260, ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, Co. Exec. Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech.
Jessica Yost, Program Tech.

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist
Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist

