
Douglas County  
Conservation District 

Newsletter Quarter 1/2016 
VOL. 30 ISSUE 1 

Protecting Douglas County 
Natural Resources Since 1945 

Clean Water  Healthy Lands 
Bright Future 

Events Calendar: 
January 19: Food Forest, a Conservation 
Conversation lecture, Eudora Community Center 
 

January 21: Farm Transition for Women; Coffee, 

Cookies & Conversation Series, Shawnee Co. 

 

January 23: Kaw Valley Eagles Day, Free State High 

School, Lawrence 

 

January 26: Economics of Cover Crops; Pie & Coffee 

Series, Pottawatomie County 

 

January 26-27: No Till on the Plains Conference, 

Salina 

 

January 28-29: Slice of Ag, Douglas Co. 

 

February 2: Soil Health Basics; Coffee, Cookies & 

Conversation Series, Shawnee Co. 

 

February 4-5: Women Managing the Farm 

Conference, Manhattan, KS 

 

February 9: DCCD Annual Meeting, 4-H Fairgrounds, 

Lawrence (Open to the public) 

 

February 11: Ponds & Livestock Watering; Coffee, 

Cookies & Conversation Series, Shawnee Co. 

 

February 23: Planning for Farm & Ranch 

Succession; Pie & Coffee Series, Pottawatomie Co. 

 

February 25: Wildlife; Coffee, Cookies & 

Conversation Series, Shawnee Co. 

Please Join Us 
 

Douglas County Conservation District  
70th Annual Meeting 

 
Tuesday, February 9th, 6:30 p.m. 

4-H Fairgrounds, Building 21 
2110 Harper, Lawrence 

 

Dinner is provided– reservations required by  Feb. 2nd 

Annie Wilson, named the Flint Hills Balladeer, will share 

her love of Kansas through words and music. 

Also, the youth state essay winner will present her  

award-winning essay. 

The meeting agenda will include: 

▪ Report of district activities and financial affairs for 

the prior year. 

▪ Poster Contest winner announcement 

▪ Presentation of Kansas Banker’s Awards 

▪ Election by secret ballot of qualified electors of one 

Supervisor to serve for a term of three years. 

Call our office at 785-843-4260 ext. 1129 or e-mail 

randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net to make your 

reservation by Feb. 2nd. You may also complete the 

reservation form on page 7 of this newsletter. 

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of  
Douglas County natural resources. 
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The Douglas County Conservation District Board of Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month at the 
USDA Service Center.  If you have any questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this newsletter, 
please call 785.843.4260. 

Douglas County Conservation District 

Youth Conservation Education 
 

The Douglas County Conservation District 
has many free educational programs that 
can teach about conservation of soil and 
water, including “The Incredible Journey”, 
and “Edible Aquifer”.  Please call or e-mail 
the office for information on educational 
activities, lessons, and programs that are 
available: 785-843-4260, ext. 1128 or 
douglasccd1@gmail.com.   
 

Conservation Conversation 
 

The Douglas County Conservation District is continuing a 
new series of lectures on a wide variety of topics. On 
January 19th, we plan to feature Food Forests, which is a 
gardening technique or land management system, which 
mimics a woodland ecosystem by substituting edible trees, 
shrubs, perennials and annuals. More information can be 
found above this article.  
 
In March, we will look for the money! Representatives of the 
Conservation District, NRCS, and other agriculture agencies 
and partners will highlight their programs and help the 
landowner determine what works best for their situation. Be 
watching for the date and location on our website 
(www.douglasccd.com) and our Facebook page.  
 
The topic in May is being developed. Watch this space in the 
next newsletter for upcoming lectures. 

Food Forests 
Tuesday, January 19, 7:00 p.m. 

Eudora Community Recreation Center 
 

Fruits, and nuts, and berries, oh my! Many varieties of these tasty and nutritious foods can be grown right 

here in Douglas County with innumerable benefits to our internal and external ecosystems. Join eco-

enthusiast Matt Schwabauer for an introduction to the many possibilities of Food Forestry. Matt will cover 

the theory and history behind diversified perennial agriculture in addition to providing helpful tips for 

varieties and designs that work well in our region. 

 

Please RSVP to Douglas County Conservation District for free registration or if you need 

special accommodations: 843-4260, ext. 3 or e-mail douglasccd1@gmail.com 

Part of the Conservation Conversation lecture series 

Do you have an idea or interest that you would like to share, or a topic you would like to see 
covered as part of the Conservation Conversation? Contact our office: 785-843-4260, ext. 3. 
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Range Planting Time Is Here!!  - Tim Miller, Supervisory District Conservationist 

 
It is time to start thinking about planting native grasses. You can ask yourself this question: do I have an area 
that the crops are just not being productive? There are just some pieces of land that should have never been 
taken out of native range. A native range consists of a wide variety of species.  There are warm season 
grasses such as Indian Grass, Big and Little Bluestem, Switchgrass, and Side Oats Grama.  There can also be 
cool season grasses, legumes, and various wildflowers.  Native range is quite diverse, and can actually have 
as many as 500 species of plants.  We cannot recreate a native rangeland, but can restore many of the 
native plants.  

 
The time for planting is coming up.  If you want to plant native grasses you can start planting them 
December 1st and finish up May 15th.  The optimum time to plant native grasses is March 15th to May 15th. 
You might ask yourself, why I might plant native grass?  Well there are more reasons then just for grazing.  
Grasses themselves are great for conservation practices; but they can do even more than that.  Let’s take a 
look at what a native grass planting can create for you. 
 First thing you will be restoring the native plant community.  It might not be exact but it can be close.  Or 

you get the area to look the way that you want.  Plus it will be low maintenance once the native range 
has been established.  Warm season grasses are adapted to this area and require only good 
management to persist.  No fertilizer inputs are needed.  

 Native range plantings provide quality forages for livestock during warm summer months.  We can also 
adjust the native planting to meet your intended use.  Many people believe tame pasture such as Brome, 
Fescue, and Bermudagrass are more productive due to higher potential stocking rate.  That might be 
true, but you must consider the fertilizer inputs needed on tame pasture. 

 These native grass areas are also beneficial to the local wildlife.  With the grasses you could put in some 
specific forbs that would enhance the wildlife even more.  These areas would then provide food as well 
as cover for the wildlife.  Before we even start planting you could decide on what type of wildlife you 
really would like to see.  Then you can plant to promote for the wildlife you wish to support and or see.    

 Native grasses will also reduce erosion by water and wind, and improve soil quality.  So you will not need 
to pay for those repairs on any of your waterways or terraces if you have native grasses planted in those 
unproductive croplands.   

 Native grasses also improve water quality and quantity.  Let’s just say you are farming right up to a creek.  
If you put grass adjacent to this creek to act as a buffer.  The grass will help reduce pollutants that enter 
the creek from your fields.    

 
So you see there are some good reasons for you to plant native grass this next growing season for any type 
of operation. If you have any questions about native grasses please contact your local NRCS office for 
assistance.  
 
The Douglas County Conservation District makes available native grass seed to purchase. 
To order seed, please call the office at 785-843-4260. Seed available includes Native 
Warm Season Grasses, Cool Season Grasses, Cover Crops, and Forbs and Flowers. We can 
even put together mixes of seeds for your specific project. If you have a large seeding 
project, we can provide the drill to see it is properly planted. All proceeds go to the 
District’ enterprise account and are used to fund future projects. 
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Farm Service Agency 

 

USDA Begins 49th Enrollment Period for the  

Conservation Reserve Program 

 

Farmers and ranchers are reminded that the next general en-
rollment period for the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
began Dec. 1, 2015, and ends on Feb. 26, 2016 
 
As of September 2015, 24.2 million acres were enrolled in 
CRP. CRP also is protecting more than 170,000 stream miles 
with riparian forest and grass buffers, enough to go around 
the world 7 times.  
 
Participants in CRP establish long-term, resource-conserving 
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees to control 
soil erosion, improve water quality and develop wildlife habi-
tat on marginally productive agricultural lands. In return, FSA 
provides participants with rental payments and cost-share 
assistance. Contract duration is between 10 and 15 years. The 
long-term goal of the program is to re-establish native plant 
species on marginal agricultural lands for the primary purpose 
of preventing soil erosion and improving water quality and 
related benefits of reducing loss of wildlife habitat. 
Contracts on 1.64 million acres of CRP are set to expire on 
Sept. 30, 2016. Producers with expiring contracts or produc-
ers with environmentally sensitive land are encouraged to 
evaluate their options under CRP. 
 
Since it was established on Dec. 23, 1985, CRP has:  

 Prevented more than 9 billion tons of soil from eroding, 
enough soil to fill 600 million dump trucks; 
 Reduced nitrogen and phosphorous runoff relative to an-
nually tilled cropland by 95 and 85 percent respectively; 
Sequestered an annual average of 49 million tons of green-
house gases, equal to taking 9 million cars off the road. 
Since 1996, CRP has created nearly 2.7 million acres of re-
stored wetlands. 
 
For more information FSA conservation programs, visit a local 
FSA office or www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation. To find your 
local FSA office, visit http://offices.usda.gov. 

U.S. Department of 

Agriculture Natural 

Resource Conservation 

Service 

 

Pollinators by Numbers 
 

Three-fourths of the world’s flowering 
plants and about 35 percent of the 
world’s food crops depend on animal 
pollinators to reproduce. More than 
3,500 species of native bees help 
increase crop yields. Some scientists 
estimate that one out of every three 
bites of food we eat exists because of 
animal pollinators like bees, butterflies 
and moths, birds and bats, and beetles 
and other insects. 
 
Pollinators visit flowers in their search for 
food (nectar and pollen). During a flower 
visit, a pollinator may accidentally brush 
against the flower’s reproductive parts, 
unknowingly depositing pollen from a 
different flower. The plant then uses the 
pollen to produce a fruit or seed. Many 
plants cannot reproduce without pollen 
carried to them by foraging pollinators. 
 
You may have heard that bees are 
disappearing and bats are dying. These 
and other animal pollinators face many 
challenges in the modern world. Habitat 
loss, disease, parasites, and 
environmental contaminants have all 
contributed to the decline of many 
species of pollinators. 
 
Contact your local NRCS office to find out 
how to attract pollinators to your farm, 
ranch or home. 

file:///C:/Users/Clyde/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/GZ5GDKJV/www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation
http://links.govdelivery.com:80/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTUxMjE0LjUyNzI1MjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE1MTIxNC41MjcyNTI0MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjM3Mjc0JmVtYWlsaWQ9cmFud2luMzNAZ21haWwuY29tJnVzZXJpZD1yYW53aW4zM0BnbWFpb
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/contact/local
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Douglas County K-State Extension 

 

2016 Douglas County 4-H Club Day- Sat., Feb. 20 
 

New in 2016! Registration for 4-H Club Day will be processed online through Sign Up 
Genius. Registration is due by 11:59 pm on February 2, 2016. Questions about 4-H Club Day and/or the 
registration process can be directed toward Kaitlyn Peine, 4-H Youth Development Agent at kpeine@ksu.edu 
or 785-843-7058.  
 
1. Review the 4-H Club Day rules and regulations posted at  
http://www.douglas.k-state.edu/4-h/forms.html under the Club Day heading.  
2. Create a listing that includes your 4-H’ers name and event areas.  

3. Visit the appropriate link(s) below to register your 4-H member. (Refer to step 4 for addition details for 
registration.)  

 Impromptu, Show and Share www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-impromptu  

 Project Talk, Oral Interpretation, Public Speaking, Historical Speech www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-project  

 Demonstrations, Multi Media www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-demonstrations  

 Vocal Music http://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0d4aa8aa2dab9-vocal/  

 Piano Solo www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-piano  

 Instrumental Solo www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-instrumental  

 Acting, Dance, Novelty www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-acting  

 Play, Skit, Model Meeting www.SignUpGenius.com/go/70A0D4AA8AA2DAB9-model  
 
4. Click the sign up box that corresponds with the 4-H’ers preferred time slot and the appropriate age and 
event category.  

5. Click Submit and Sign Up button at the bottom of the page.  

6. Include the 4-H’ers name in the My Comment box.  

7. You can complete the registration process by using your Sign Up Genius account or by entering the 
parent’s first and last name with a working email address. Be sure to click the Sign Up Now! button to 
complete the registration.  
Sign Up Genius will send you a confirmation email for each sign up you complete.  

 

Only one 4-H'er can perform per time slot. If a name is already listed in the time slot, please do not add 
another 4-H'ers name.  

 

Multiple 4-H’ers can be entered, be sure to include the appropriate 4-H’ers name in the My Comment box.  

Once registration closes, a schedule summary will be sent to all 4-H families and club leaders.  

Take care of the earth and she will take care of you.  ~Author Unknown  



Kansas Department of Parks,  

Wildlife and Tourism 

 
Clinton Lake Fishing Report 

 
Each year fisheries biologists submit sam-
pling data that is used to compile fishing 
forecasts for lakes across the state. This in-
formation is found in a printed leaflet 
“KANSAS Fishing Forecast 2015” at KDWPT 
offices and on the KDWPT website. Anglers 
can review information each year to help de-
termine where to fish for a particular species.  
 
Clinton Reservoir ranks 3rd statewide for 
channel catfish. During the past several 
years, Clinton has been one of the best reser-
voirs to catch channel catfish between 18 
and 22 inches in length. This water does have 
bigger fish, but its bread and butter are the 
high numbers of “eating size” catfish.  
 
Clinton also has ranked highly the past few 
years for white bass. This year it ranked 4th. 
There are good numbers of whites and many 
range in size from 12-14 inches, with a few 
exceeding 15 inches long. The past few years, 
white crappie populations at Clinton have 
been below the long-term average and 2015 
was another one of those years. However, 
Clinton still ranked 5th in the state for this 
species.  
 
Back in the early days of Clinton Reservoir 
(late 1970s and early 1980s), a good small-
mouth bass population existed. Over time, 
this species declined significantly to where it 
was just a remnant population. Smallmouth 
bass fingerlings were stocked from 2008 
through 2011 to try to re-establish this fish-
ery. Stockings were successful. Hopefully this 
population will be self-sustaining. According 
to the data, Clinton ranks 6th in terms of 
smallmouth bass. 
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Woman Managing the Farm Conference 
 
To aid women who are helping to grow the  nation’s 
food supply whether by design, marriage or inheritance, 
the Women Managing the Farm Conference is slated for 
February 4-5, 2016 in Manhattan, KS at the Hilton 
Garden Inn. “Her AgriCULTURE Story-Wisdom, 
Stewardship, Heritage” is the conference theme. 
 
Learn more online at 
www.womenmanagingthefarm.blogspot.com or on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
womenmanagingthefarm 

No-Till On the Plains- 
Winter Conference 

 

Celebrating Our History,  
Transforming Our Future 

 
January 26-27, 2016 Salina Bicentennial Center 
 
Don’t miss the 20th anniversary of North America’s 
premier continuous no-till conference, including up to 
three days of intensive training and idea exchanges 
with top no-till experts.. Check out www.notill.org for 
more details. 

Coffee, Cookies & Conversation Series, hosted by 

the Shawnee County Conservation District and the K-
State Research and Extension-Shawnee County, with 
assistance from the Natural Resource Conservation 
Service 
 
Thursday, Jan. 21-Farm Transition for Women 
Tuesday, Feb. 2—Soil Health Basics 
Thurs., Feb. 11—Ponds & Livestock Watering 
Thursday, Feb. 25—Wildlife 
 
All programs begin at 1:00 p.m. and will end by 2:30 
p.m.  Contact the Shawnee County Conservation District 
for more info: 785-267-5721 

http://www.notill.org


Looking for a Contractor?  
 
Visit our resources pages to view the a list 
that includes earthwork, burn assistance, 
brush clearing, well drilling, tree/shrub 
planting, and much more! 

 
http://www.douglasccd.com/resources.html 
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Located in the USDA Service Center: 
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A 
Lawrence, KS 66049 
Phone:  785.843.4260, ext. 3 
 
District Manager: randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net 
Soil Technician: nick.patton@ks.usda.gov 
Education & Outreach: Sue.Funk@ks.nacdnet.net 

Douglas County Conservation District  

• E-Newsletter • 
 
Due to increasing budget constraints as well as 
conservation of natural resources, the District is 
moving towards using the electronic version of 
our newsletter.  We will continue to send paper 
but encourage those that can to sign up for the 
electronic version. 
 
Please send an email to Randy Winchester at 
randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net providing 
your contact information and email address or 
sign-up on our website at 
www.douglasccd.com.  Thank you for sup-
porting our conservation efforts! 

Find Us Online: 

Website: www.douglasccd.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd 
Twitter: @douglasccd1 
Follow us for quick up to date information! 

Did you know the Conservation District 

has equipment to loan free of charge?   

Including: 
Soil Compaction Meter, Soil Probe,  

Prescribed Burn Equipment 

Call or stop by our office today to reserve! 

Your Ad Here! 
 
The Douglas County Conservation District pro-
duces a quarterly newsletter and we want to 
include your  business information.  Call Randy 
at 785-843-4260, ext. 3, to get more infor-
mation on rates and other details. 

DCCD Odds and Ends 

RSVP for DCCD 70th  
Annual Meeting 

Tuesday, February 9th, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, 
Building 21, located at 2110 Harper, 
Lawrence, KS.  RSVP by February 2nd. 
 
Number attending:__________________ 
 
Name:____________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________ 
 
E-mail:____________________________ 
 
Clip and send this registration to DCCD, 
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Lawrence 66049 
or e-mail    
    Randy.Winchester@ks.nacdnet.net 

http://www.douglasccd.com/resources.html
mailto:randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
http://www.douglasccd.com
http://www.douglasccd.com
http://www.facebook.com/douglasccd
mailto:randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
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Shipping Address 

DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund.  All 
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age or handicap. 
 

Douglas County Conservation District 785.843.4260, ext. 3 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday 
 

Board of Supervisors: District Personnel:        Farm Service Agency 
Luke Ulrich, Chair  Randy Winchester, District Manager      785.843.4260, ext. 2 
Mike Flory, Vice Chair  Nick Patton, Soil Technician       Johnathon Alley, Co. Exec. Director 
Karen Willey, Treasurer  Sue Ann Funk, Education & Outreach      Debbie Chappelle, Program Tech. 
David Brown, Member            Jody Hickert, Program Tech. 
Jordan Olsen, Member  Natural Resources Conservation Service:  
    Tim Miller, Supervisory DC       
    Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist   
          

http://www.douglasccd.com

