
Improving Soil Health 
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Functions of Organic Matter in Soil: 

ÅStores Nutrients 

ÅFeeds soil organisms 

which in turn 

decompose organic 

material and release 

nutrients 

ÅHolds soil moisture 

ÅDeveloped by 

combining Carbon, 

Oxygen, Nitrogen, and 

other nutrients. 2 



To maximize Soil Health, maximize the soils 
Organic Matter Content 

Å Increased Organic 

Matter Content =  

 
ï Increased water holding 

capacity 

 

ï Increased biological activity 

 

ï Increased Fertility 
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Management effects on Organic Matter 
Content 
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Is this Sustainable? 
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On which side of the road are living microorganisms feeding on 

and processing organic materials? 
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No-Till is beneficial but is it enough? 
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Living Roots 

ÅFeed the soil biology- 
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