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INTRODUCTION
to the STEPS Workbook

STEPS FOR SMALL ACREAGE, RURAL LIVING ON SMALL ACREAGES IN KANSAS
Is a comprehensive tool designed to help small acreage landowners evaluate the condition of their
property and identify methods for managing and enhancing the land. The following steps will help you
navigate this workbook to develop an effective land management plan.

STEP 1: Complete the Land Management Goals Worksheet

This worksheet was developed to help focus your efforts. Each goal includes
common management considerations that you may need to address. Space is
provided to add additional items specific to your
unique production.

STEP 2: Develop a Baseline Map

Use the worksheet provided to develop a map of your property to aid in
envisioning the results of your management plan.

STEP 3: Inventory your Resources

This will provide the foundation information for your land to use as a reference as
you work through the other worksheets.

STEP 4: Complete the STEP Worksheets for Your Operation

Each worksheet contains a set of questions to help you assess conditions and
evaluate how your management decisions affect natural resources. Select and
then complete the set of worksheets relevant to your acreage.

STEP 5: Identify the Options and Actions Right for You

On each worksheet, you will find management options, information resources, and
contact information. You may find you can make improvements on your own, or
you may decide to obtain professional assistance for more intensive treatments,
such as structural or engineered practices. Whatever options you choose, each
section of the STEPs packet will help you find more information and assistance.
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SET LAND

management goals
The worksheets in this packet will help you identify strategies to maintain and improve the natural resources
on your property. To begin, develop a vision of how you want your land to look in the coming years. Whether
you want to improve conditions or maintain the land as it is, establishing a plan will help you make good
decisions both now and in the future. This is the first step to a successful land management strategy that is
right for you, your family and your property.

Instructions: First, record your vision for the land in the coming years. Include what you want the property

to look like and how you plan to use the land. Then, identify the specific land management goals that relate
to your overall vision. For goals you have checked, identify the relevant outcomes for your acreage from the
corresponding list or add your own in the space provided.

VISION FOR THE LAND IN 5-10 YEARS
Example: The water in our stream is clean and provides habitat for native fish. Blackberries and weeds
have been eliminated and/or controlled on our property. We have established a productive
pumpkin patch in the northeast field. We are able to keep and graze four horses while
protecting the condition of our pastures and streams.

Goals

Outcomes

q

Improve or maintain
the aesthetic beauty
of the property and
quality of life

• Selected land uses are carried out in a sustainable manner that helps
maintain a desirable quality of life
• Plant and animal pests are kept in check
• Healthy plant communities and a scenic landscape are maintained
• Excess water from heavy rains does not damage structures, roads,
streambanks, livestock or crops; runoff does not convey contaminants
to ground and surface waters

q

Keep healthy horses,
cattle or other livestock
on the property

•
•
•
•

Animals are healthy with proper diet and conditions
Animals have plenty of high-quality forage to graze
Streams are protected from animal waste and trampled streambanks
Manure is properly handled and does not present a hazard to people,
water bodies or animals
• Livestock odors are managed appropriately for the area

Goals/Outcomes Worksheet continued →
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SET LAND
MANAGEMENT GOALS
Vision for the Land continued

Goals

q

q

Outcomes

Maintain healthy soil
to support plants and
animals, as well as
natural water and
nutrient cycles

• The soil is fertile and contains a healthy mix of organic matter to
support plant growth
• Healthy plant communities provide cover at the appropriate times
of year
• Soil erosion is controlled
• Animals are rotated among pastures to prevent heavy traffic and
overuse causing soil compaction and poor water infiltration

Protect the quality
and quantity of water
in local streams,
groundwater sources,
and other water bodies

• Streambanks are protected from erosion with thick, diverse streamside
vegetation
• Fertilizer and pesticide applications are applied properly to keep
chemicals out of water bodies
• Landowners with an irrigation right use only the water needed at the
appropriate time to optimize plant health and conserve stream water
• Irrigation systems are maintained and updated for maximum efficiency
• Natural floodplains, wetlands and unpaved natural areas are utilized to
recharge groundwater supplies and act as buffers for water runoff

q

Provide healthy habitats
for native wildlife

q

Other

Congratulations!

• Natural cover and nesting habitat for desired wildlife species are
provided by a variety of plants
• Food and water sources are available year-round
• Fish have plenty of clean, cool water to support migration, spawning
and rearing
• Fish screens protect aquatic species from irrigation intakes
• Wildlife is not threatened by human activity, roadways or domestic pets

You have completed the first step in developing a customized land management
strategy. As you work through the following STEPs Worksheets, keep these goals and outcomes in mind and
look for activities that will help you address these priorities.

4

MAP

your property
The next step in a customized land management strategy is to inventory the features of your
property on a land use map. The example below illustrates the types of features to include when
developing a map of your property. The base image of the schematic is from Web Soil Survey,
a free online natural resource information system. Web Soil Survey is available for public use at:
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov.
To create your own map, download a map image from the Web Soil Survey or any other map source.
Various websites provide resources to generate and print maps for free. If you prefer, you may create
your own schematic by hand. A template is provided on the following page.
Next, mark the fields, structures, land forms, water bodies, problem areas, and other notable uses
and features, including historic and/or archaeological sites. If you draw your own map, sketch the
property’s main features on the following page. The map you create will serve as your reference point
for planning future activities, such as the placement of fences or trees. Keep the map as a record of
your baseline or starting point. As you implement changes, be sure to update your property map.
Site: Breezy Hills Farm		

Date: Sept. 2018

Property Boundary
Pumpkin
Patch
Pasture 1

Hay Field 1
Ditches

Hay Field 2

Pasture 2

Pond

Forest

Using Web Soil Survey

You can do much more than generate a map with Web Soil Survey. Go to the Suitabilities and Limitations
for Use section under the Soil Data Explorer tab. The information available here includes:
Land Classification: Maps and reports for Farmland Classification to identify areas of prime farmland or
Capability Class (a ranking of soil suitability for cropland).
Vegetative Productivity: Maps and reports of expected crop yields for a variety of crops, including hay and
pasture.
Building Site Development: Maps and reports with information on soil limitations for home sites.
Soil Properties and Qualities: Information on depth to seasonal high water tables as well as flooding and
ponding frequency.
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MAP YOUR
PROPERTY

Instructions: Print and attach your property map here, or create your own schematic using the

template provided below. As you make improvements to your property, be sure to attach updated
maps or add features to your original image.

Legend: Common symbols to use for hand-drawn maps
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Date:

Site:

Fence

Stream

Manure
Storage

Property Boundry

Pond

Forest

Cropland

Well

Slope

Pasture

#

Field Number

INVENTORY
your resources

Now that you have mapped your property, use the worksheet on the following page to capture
more detailed information about each section of your property, including the land use, size,
soils, plants, problems, and general observations about current conditions. An example of a
completed worksheet based on the sample property mapped in the previous section is provided
below.
Use the directions below to complete the following worksheet:
Field: List each section of your property.
Acres: List the approximate size of each section of your property.
Land Use: List the major land use for each section of your property (i.e. hay, pasture,
crops, wetland).
Land Describe the natural resources present on your land. Be sure to include
Characteristics: soil information. Look up soil types using the Web Soil Survey website:
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov. Information is also available on
soil suitability, limitations, properties, and reports for your area. For further
information, consult the Web Soil Survey home page, or contact your
local USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or
Conservation District (CD) office.
Opportunities: Record any opportunities to make improvements. Make note of all natural
resource concerns, seasonal problems, eyesores, maintenance hassles or
production issues.

Site: Breezy Farms
Field: Pasture # 1

Acres: 5 acres

Land Characteristics:

P
M

Map indicates a clay surface layer with 8-15% slopes and a slow

A
X

E

E
L

Land Use: Pasture

intake rate for water

Opportunities:
Natural Resource
Maintenance & Others

Date: October 2018

Correct Uneven Grazing; Improve poor grass stands, decreasing
invasive species and weeds; Muddy areas on south side

Resource Worksheet continued →
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INVENTORY YOUR
RESOURCES

Site:
Field:

Acres:

Date:
Land Use:

Land Characteristics:

Opportunities:
Natural Resource
Maintenance & Others

Field:

Acres:

Land Use

Land Characteristics:

Opportunities:
Natural Resource
Maintenance & Others

Field:

Acres:

Land Use

Land Characteristics:

Opportunities:
Natural Resource
Maintenance & Others

Field:

Acres:

Land Characteristics:

Opportunities:
Natural Resource
Maintenance & Others
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Land Use

