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Clean Water Healthy Lands
Bright Future
Events Calendar:
Jan 24: Kaw Valley Eagle’s Day
Free State High School, 9:00-4:00
Jan 27-28: No-Till on the Plains Conference
More information inside
Jan 29-30: Slice of Ag, Dg Co Extension
Feb 4: District Board Meeting, 11:30
Feb 5-6: Women Managing the Farm
Conference, More information inside
Feb 6: Ag Stewardship Conference
More information inside
Feb 10: DCCD Annual Meeting
Feb 26: Library Workshop Series
More information inside
March 4: District Board Meeting, 11:30
March 12: Library Workshop Series

Douglas County Conservation District’s

69th Annual Meeting
Tuesday, February 10, 2015
Douglas County Fairgrounds
Building 21, 2110 Harper St.
6:30 p.m.
Meal catered by Hy-Vee
Board of Supervisors Elections
Bankers Award Winners
Poster, Essay & Limerick Contest
Award Winners
Door Prizes & Much More!

April 9: Library Workshop Series
May 30: Library Workshop Series, Prairie Tour

If you have any questions or would like to
know more about an event, please call our
office at 785.843.4260 Ext. 3. You may find
the most up to date information on our
Facebook page or the event calendar on our
website.

Reservations are required!
Please RSVP by February 3rd
Call 785.843.4260 x3 or email
randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.

DCCD’s New Local Cost-Share Program
The Douglas County Conservation District is
announcing a new Local Cost-Share Program
aimed specifically at areas of Douglas County
that contribute drainage to the Clinton
Reservoir. The intent of the voluntary
compliance program is to reduce the amount
of sediment reaching Clinton Lake, by
providing a limited amount of county funding
through a Local Cost-Share Assistance
Program.
The program has identified a list of twentytwo conservation practices that are designed
to reduce soil erosion. These practices will be
eligible for up to 70% reimbursement of the
cost of the project up to $5,000 in cost-share
assistance.
Applications will be accepted thru February 1,
2015. The applications will be ranked
according to the amount of soil saved by
installation of the project. Participating
landowners will be required to maintain the
practice for a period of ten years and all
practices must meet the standards and
specifications that have been developed by
the USDA Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS).
For more information regarding the new Local
Cost-Share Program and other available
services, please contact Randy Winchester,
District Manager. Visit our website
www.douglasccd.com to view information
about the new program and to download an
application. Applications may also be picked
up at our office. Once filled out you may
email, mail, or drop it by our office.
All programs of the Douglas County
Conservation District are available without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, marital status, age or handicap.

NRCS Update:
As of December 2014, Tim Miller, formerly the
area Range Conservationist, assumed the
position of Supervisory District
Conservationist (SDC). The SDC will fulfill the
District Conservationist position that has been
vacant in Douglas County for over a year.
Tim will remain housed in the Douglas County
Service Center and in turn, what was the
Lyndon Management Unit (Douglas, Osage,
Shawnee) is now renamed the “Lawrence
Management Unit”.
The SDC not only supervises the NRCS
employees in the Management Unit, but he
will be the go to source for NRCS programs or
contracts in Douglas County.
He can be reached at tim.miller@ks.usda.gov
Or extension 1130 at the office.
NOTICE OF ELECTION
The Douglas County Conservation District Board of
Supervisor Elections will be held at the Annual
Meeting on February 10, 2015. You must be a Douglas
County resident to participate in the voting.
The Board Terms of Steve Wilson (Chair) and Ron
Reed (Member) will be expiring. Neither will be
seeking re-election. Election is by secret ballot and
supervisors serve for a term of three years.
Nominations to be included on the ballot should be
communicated beforehand. Nominations will also be
accepted from the floor.

Farm Service Agency, Important Farm Program Deadlines
Sept 29, 2014-Feb 27, 2015: Landowners make bases reallocation/yield updates
Nov 17, 2014-March 31, 2015: Producers make election between ARC/PLC
Mid April-Summer 2015: Producers sign contracts for 2014 and 2015 crop years
October 2015: Payments for 2014 crop year, if needed

It’s that time of year again!
Grass Seed Sale & State Cost-Share
We are taking Grass Seed Orders!
Although it may seem early, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service recommends
seeding dates for brome and fescue start
December 1st and continue until April 15th. The
Native Grass and CRP mixes are recommended to
be seeded from December 1st through May 15th
with March 15th to May 15th being the ideal time
of year. There are always weather conditions to
consider, however if the conditions allow, now is
the right time to start getting everything ready!
The Conservation District is taking orders for
native grass seed, wildflower seed and grass
drilling.
Please stop by our office or call 785.843.4260 to
discuss your needs.

Cost-Share Sign-up is Coming!
Time to mark your calendar and start thinking
about upcoming projects. Sign-up will run May 1,
2015 through June 15, 2015.
The Division of Conservation (DOC) administers
state cost-share programs through the
Conservation District, which provide landowners
financial assistance to implement approved
conservation practices. Funding for the Water
Resource Cost-Share program is provided by the
DOC from the Kansas Water Fund.
All cost-share practices are required to be built to
DOC approved standards and specifications are
based primarily on USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office Technical
Guide Standards and Specifications.
Call us to discuss how we can help with your
conservation practices!

Upcoming Adult Education Opportunities:
A limited number of scholarships are available
thru the Conservation District. Contact us ASAP
if you are interested!

Jan 27-28: No-Till on the Plains Conference,
Salina KS
No-till farmers won't want to miss the 2015 No-till on the
Plains Winter Conference, featuring the theme “Unlocking
the Potential on Your Farm,” Jan. 27-28 at the Bicentennial
Center in Salina, Kansas.
"This year’s conference has something for everyone who
wants to learn more about no-till production practices"
said Ryan Speer, president of No-till on the Plains and a
farmer from Halstead, Kansas. "The conference program
will help producers understand basic concepts and
principles of moving to a no-till system, plus help those
long-term no-tillers who are seeking to optimize their
management to reach its highest potential for production,
soil health and profit."
Visit the link below for more information and to register
www.notill.org

Feb 5-6: Women Managing the Farm
Conference, Manhattan KS
The early bird registration fee for Women Managing the
Farm Conference is $145 prior to January 21. After that
date, the registration fee will be $170. Registration is
available on the Women Managing the Farm website.
The conference is designed to give insight to women
about managing their farm investment. Over the course of
the two-day conference, approximately 300 women will
hear presentations concerning financial tips, estate and
tax planning, farm safety, soil and crop rotation, water
rights, production agriculture, legal matters,
human/personal issues, work ethics, farm bill, nutrition,
long-term care insurance and how to get organized.
Visit the link below for more information and to register:
http://womenmanagingthefarm.blogspot.com/

Conservation Partner Profile
Kansas Rural Center
To promote the long-term health of the land and its
people through research, education and advocacy
that advance an economically viable, ecologically
sound, and socially just food and farming system.
Since 1979, the Kansas Rural Center has worked to
strengthen small and family farms and their rural
communities. They have provided a vision and a voice for
those who see alternatives for our agricultural future, and
help and resources for those who want to implement them.
Kansas Rural Center envisions a future of thriving family
farms, revitalized communities, a clean environment, a
healthy local and regional food system, and viable
livelihoods for farmers, including opportunities for the next
generation who will grow our food.

Interested in Volunteering With Us?
Visit the website link below to sign-up for volunteer
opportunities with us. You will be able to check which
types of volunteering options you are most interested
in as well as your weekly availability.
As opportunities to volunteer with us arise, you will
be contacted by email. We hope to work with you
soon!

http://www.douglasccd.com/volunteer.html

Looking for a Contractor?

KRC is led by and for farmers and ranchers who strive to
help each other and their rural communities grow a healthy
food and farming system here at home, in Kansas.

Visit our resources pages to view our
Contractor and Vendor list. It includes
earthwork, brush clearing, well drilling,
timber stand improvement, tree/shrub
planting, and much more!

KRC is a non-profit, private organization.

http://www.douglasccd.com/resources.html

Their work is supported by public grants, private
foundations, organizational partnerships, and contributions
from individuals who care about the future of our land and
our people.
To learn more about our Conservation Partner visit:
www.kansasruralcenter.org

Website Resources Page
Were you unable to attend one of our
recent programs or workshops?
Visit the link below to view program
presentations from 2013-present.

Free Soil Test!
Free soil tests are available to Douglas County
residents at K-State Research & Extension located
at 2110 Harper, Lawrence, KS. Stop by with 2
cups of soil in a zip lock bag and they will help
you complete the paperwork! Funding provided
by a grant from Douglas County Conservation
District.
Call the Extension office at 785.843.7058 for
more information!






Farm Pond Seminar
Cover Crop Field Day
Upper Wakarusa, Clinton Lake Mtg
Soil Health Workshop

Click on the files you would like to view or
download.
http://www.douglasccd.com/presentations.html

Equipment/Services Available through the Conservation District free of charge:
Prescribed Burn Equipment
Drip Torch
Backpack Sprayer
Flapper

Soil Compaction Meter

Soil Probe

Call or stop by our office today to reserve!

School Programs Scheduling

• E-Newsletter •

Our education program teaches students about water,
soil, and other environmental topics. Some of those
include:

Due to increasing budget constraints as well as
conservation of natural resources, the District is
moving towards using the electronic version of our
newsletter. We will continue to send paper but
encourage those that can to sign up for the
electronic version.






Soil Tunnel Trailer
Kansas Earth Balloon
Stream Model Trailer & Enviroscape
Educational Lesson Kits such as…
o All the Water in the World
o Edible Aquifer & Soils
o Water Quality Hopscotch
o Landscape Scene Investigators
o Incredible Journey
o And many more!

We are here to assist educators in any way possible;
this includes giving classroom presentations, mini
festivals and providing education kits to use in the
classroom.
http://www.douglasccd.com/education.html

Please send an email to Jenica Nelson at
jenica.nelson@ks.nacdnet.net providing your
contact information and email address or sign-up on
our website at www.douglasccd.com. Thank you
for supporting our conservation efforts!

Find Us Online:
Website: www.douglasccd.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd
Follow us for quick up to date information!

Contact Jenica Nelson at Jenica.nelson@ks.nacdnet.net
or call 785.843.4260, Ext. 1128.

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of
Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month
at the USDA Service Center. If you have any questions
or comments for the Board, or suggestions for this
newsletter, please call 785.843.4260.

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
District Manager: randy.winchester@ks.nacdnet.net
Education & Outreach: jenica.nelson@ks.nacdnet.net
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DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Board of Supervisors:
Steve Wilson, Chairman
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair
Mike Flory, Secretary
Karen Willey, Treasurer
Ron Reed, Member

District Personnel:
Randy Winchester, District Manager
Jenica Nelson, Education & Outreach

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260 ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday – Friday

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Tim Miller, Supervisory DC
Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist

Farm Service Agency: 785.843.4260 ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, County Executive Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Technician
Jody Hickert, Program Technician

