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Clean Water ~ Healthy Lands
Bright Future
Events Calendar:
July 2: District Board Meeting
July 4: Office Closed for Independence Day
July 10: Kansas Water Vision Public Input Tour
July 12: Insect, Disease and Weed Management

COME JOIN US!

BETTER SOILS = BETTER YIELDS
Join the Douglas & Osage County Conservation Districts
for a Soil Health Workshop
FREE EVENT
Tuesday, July 15, 2014
8:00 AM – 3:00 PM

July 15: Soil Health Workshop
July 15: Kansas Women’s Environmental
Network Meeting
July 24: Women in Kansas Agriculture Meeting
July 25 – August 3: Douglas County Fair
July 30: Chef’s Challenge at the Douglas County
Fair
August 6: District Board Meeting
September 3: District Board Meeting
September 1: Office Closed for Labor Day
September 22: Scaling Up Your Business and
Packaging and Grading Produce
October 4: Kaw Valley Farm Tour

If you have any questions or would like to
know more about an event, please call our
office at 785.843.4260 Ext. 3. Keep posted
with the most up to date information on our
Facebook page!

Worden United Methodist Church

The Douglas and Osage County Conservation Districts are
co-sponsoring a soil health workshop and field day titled
"Better Soils=Better Yields". This event is being held at
Worden United Methodist Church (298 E 900th Rd, Baldwin
City, KS). This event is free and open to the public, lunch is
provided but please RSVP by July 8th. Call our office at 785843-4260 Ext. 3 with any questions and to RSVP. Speakers
will be David Brandt, Dale Strickler, and the NRCS Soil
Health Team. Topics will include finding a place in your
operation for cover crops and the timing, mixes, and costs
of cover crops. There will be a field visit and a Q & A panel.
See our flyer on the next page for more details and a map
to the location!

RSVP to 785.843.4260 or email Dawn at
dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.

~Update from the District ~

Conservation Tour was a success!

Five Year Milestone

On May 15th, the DCCD hosted a Conservation VIP
Tour throughout Douglas County. We took Douglas
County affiliates, agency partners, and our state
representatives on a bus ride to different projects we
have worked on over the year. A special thank you to
Moon on the Meadow Farm, Wak-N-Duk, LLC, and Bo
Killough’s Farm for letting us show the impact of
programs on conservation!

The Conservation District recently completed the
original five year term of our Strategic Plan. We had
managed to complete several of the objectives of the
original plan, and there were several that had taken a
back seat. The majority of that plan was intended to
improve the professionalism and accountability of the
operations of the district.
Some accomplishments include:
 All Supervisors and staff have completed the
Training Modules provided by the Division Of
Conservation
 We have has streamlined our financial operations
and reporting procedures.
 We have increased our interaction with our NRCS
Management Unit Counties and collaborated on
several workshops and Field Day Events.
 We have improved our external communication
by expanding our social media presence, and
updating our media contact list.
 Our Marketing Program is off to a good start with
the development of consistent messaging in all
forms of communication, and revision of outdated
printed brochures and handouts.
The next five years will have its own set of challenges
including dealing with State and Federal budget
reductions and increased demands on our services.
The Board of Supervisors met in mid-June to begin the
process of mapping out the next five year priorities for
the District. A primary emphasis during this cycle will
be Resource Management. That involves a very
detailed study of the current status of Douglas County
Natural Resources, and then charting a course of how
we intend to go about conserving them. We will
continue to work on the objectives in the original plan,
but this new emphasis on Resource Planning will be a
large undertaking. We are up to the challenge and
look forward to seeing the results of the Douglas
County Natural Resource Inventory.

Lawrence Farmer’s Market – we were there!
On June 21st, we occupied the Lawrence Farmers
Market Community Booth. This was a great, free
outreach opportunity for us as the LFM is always
very well attended.

Design of Watering Facilities
By Kelly J. Klausmeyer, Agricultural Engineer
Natural Resources Conservation Service
Hays, Kansas

A watering facility can be any tank, trough, or other device that provides water for livestock. It comes in all
shapes and sizes with fiberglass and steel being the most common materials. Concrete and recycled materials
(like tires and plastic waterers with built-in heaters) are also widely used. Properly sizing a watering facility
is important to help the producer decide which type bests fits the operation and also to make it the most
economical.
A well-designed watering facility system can not only provide water that will meet the daily needs for the
livestock, but it can also improve animal distribution around the pasture. The recommendation of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is to keep all areas of a pasture within 1320 feet of a water source,
but a maximum of 900 feet is best. Use lower distances when the slope is steep.
Knowing how much water cattle will drink is very important. Cattle generally need 1-2 gallons per day per
100 pounds of weight. That is 6-18 gallons per day for beef cattle and 10-30 gallons per day for dairy cows.
Hot weather maximums for cattle can range up to 20-25 gallons per day, but credit should be given for the
water content of forage eaten throughout the day as well. Most NRCS watering facilities are designed by
assuming 15-20 gallons per day for a cow/calf pair. Other cattle watering facts are that they drink 1-2 gallons
per minute and take 2-3 minutes per watering event. They also prefer at least 3 inches of water depth in order
to put their muzzles in 1-2 inches while drinking.
All designs should provide a minimum of a three-day supply in the event of a power loss, pump failure, or
other emergency conditions. This volume can be provided in several locations in a rotational pasture system
or just in one location if desired. Exceptions to this rule would only be if an auxiliary power supply is
available or the water source is a rural water system or a reliable spring or spring-fed pond.
The final design will take all these factors and apply them to each individual system. Please contact your
local NRCS office or conservation district office located at your local county U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Service Center (listed in the telephone book under United States Government or on the internet at
offices.usda.gov) for assistance. More information is also available on the Kansas Web site at
www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov. Follow us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and
employer.

A so c iet y is de fi ned not on ly by wha t it cre ates but als o b y w hat it r ef uses t o de str oy .
~ Jo hn C. S awh i l l

EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS:

Adult Education Highlights:

Deerfield Kindergarten Science Day: 110

Lawrence Earth Day Celebration: Around 2,000
people came to the Earth Day Celebration in
South Park on April 19th. We were set up with
the Soil Tunnel Trailer and saw a lot of foot
traffic. This is always a great outreach
opportunity!

kindergarten students rotated through five stations
on April 18th. The stations included: DCCD teaching
All the Water in the World and the Soil Tunnel trailer,
City of Lawrence Recycling taught the students about
recycling and composting, the Douglas County
Master Gardeners taught a lesson on pollinators, and
Douglas County Extension taught about wind energy
and plant sciences.

Hillcrest Elementary Health & Wellness Day: On
May 1st, we participated in the Annual Health &
Wellness Day at Hillcrest Elementary that the entire
student body participates in. 400 students learned
the Farm Food Web game which taught them where
their food, clothing, and materials they use on a daily
basis come from.

KRC Tunnel to Table Event and Pollinator
Workshop: We partnered with the Kansas Rural
Center on two events they hosted this spring. On
April 5th, they hosted a Tunnel to Table Event
that we represented ourselves and NRCS; the
event drew in 150 participants. More recently,
on June 13th, we helped at their Pollinator
Habitat Workshop which drew about 100
participants! We spent the last part of the day at
District Manager, Jim Weaver’s pollinator plot.
Franklin & Miami County Earth Day Festivals:
April was a busy month celebrating Earth Day! We
helped at both the Franklin and Miami County Earth
Day Festivals teaching the Recycling Relay lesson.
Combined, 515 students learned about recycling,
composting, and landfills.

West Middle School STT Lessons: As the school
year was winding down, we camped out at West
Middle School with the Soil Tunnel Trailer. Over the
course of three days, we took all five of the 7th grade
science classes (120 students) through the STT and
gave lessons.

Looking for Nominations for 2014!
The 2014 Kansas Bankers Association
Conservation Awards Program recognizes
farmers and ranchers who have completed
projects to improve environmental quality or
conserve natural resources, such as soil, water,
wildlife and energy. This program is cosponsored by Kansas Bankers Associates, K-State
Research and Extension, Kansas Department of
Wildlife and Parks, and the Douglas County
Conservation District.
The conservation awards are given in the
following categories:







Soil Conservation
Water Quality
Energy
Wildlife
Buffer
Grassland

This program is a wonderful opportunity to
recognize some of the landowners in Douglas
County that have worked hard for conservation!
If you would like to make a nomination, please
contact Dawn Buehler in our office at
785.843.4260 Ext. 3 or email her at
dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net.

Free Soil Test!
Free soil tests are available to Douglas County
residents at K-State Research & Extension located
at 2110 Harper, Lawrence, KS. Stop by with 2
cups of soil in a zip lock bag and they will help
you complete the paperwork! Funding provided
by a grant from Douglas County Conservation
District.
Call the Extension office at 785.843.7058 for
more information!

Scaling Up Your Business and Packaging
and Grading Produce
When:

Monday, September 22, 2014

Time:

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Where:

Lawrence, Kansas

For more information or to register: Contact
Marlin Bates at K-State Extension at
batesm@k-state.edu.

Insect, Disease and Weed Management
When:

Saturday, July 12, 2014

Time:

9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Where:

Lawrence, Kansas

For more information or to register: Contact
Marlin Bates at K-State Extension at
batesm@k-state.edu.

Women in Kansas Agriculture Meeting
When:

Thursday, July 24, 2014

Time:

5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Where:

Bonner Springs, Kansas

Jackie McClaskey, Kansas Secretary of
Agriculture, and Senator Marci Francisco will
address the topics of women in Kansas
agriculture and agribusiness.
For more information or to register: Contact
Jefferson County Conservation District at
785.863.2221 Ext. 3 or Wyandotte County
Conservation District at 785.334.6329.
What you see depends on how you view the
world. To most people this is just dirt, to a
farmer it's potential. ~ Doe Zantamanta

Equipment/Services Available through the Conservation District free of charge:
Prescribed Burn Equipment
* Drip Torch
* Backpack Sprayer
* Flapper

Soil Compaction Meter

Call or stop by our office today to reserve!

Let’s Educate! 2014 School Program
scheduling underway!
In 2014 we hope to reach even more students through

our Education Program. We have many programs
that can teach about conservation of soil and
water. Some of those include:




Soil Probe

Soil Tunnel Trailer
Kansas Earth Balloon
Educational Lesson Kits such as…
o All the Water in the World
o Edible Aquifer
o The Long Haul
o C02 Tag
o Incredible Journey
o And many more!

Please call or email the Conservation District for
information on educational activities, lessons and
programs that are available. We are here to assist
educators in any way possible; this includes giving
classroom presentations, mini festivals and providing
education kits to use in the classroom.
Contact Jenica Nelson at Jenica.nelson@ks.nacdnet.net
or call 785.843.4260, Ext. 1136.

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of
Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month
at the USDA Service Center. If you have any
questions or comments for the Board, or suggestions
for this newsletter, please call 785.843.4260.

~E-Newsletter~
Due to increasing budget constraints as well as
conservation of natural resources, the District is
moving towards using the electronic version of our
newsletter. We will continue to send paper but
encourage those that can to sign up for the
electronic version.
Please send an email to Dawn Buehler at
dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net providing your
contact information and email address or sign-up on
our website at www.douglasccd.com. Thank you
for supporting our conservation efforts!

Find Us Online:
Website: www.douglasccd.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd
Follow us for quick up to date information!

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
Fax: 1.855.703.6403
District Manager: James.Weaver@ks.nacdnet.net
District Secretary: Dawn.Buehler@ks.nacdnet.net
Education & Outreach: Jenica.Nelson@ks.nacdnet.net

Douglas County Conservation District
4920 Bob Billings Parkway, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
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DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Board of Supervisors:
Steve Wilson, Chairman
Luke Ulrich, Vice Chair
Mike Flory, Secretary
Karen Willey, Treasurer
Ron Reed, Member

District Personnel:
Jim Weaver, District Manager
Dawn Buehler, District Secretary
Jenica Nelson, Education & Outreach

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260 ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday – Friday

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Coleen Davison, Soil Conservationist
Tim Miller, Resource Conservationist

Farm Service Agency: 785.843.4260 ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, County Executive Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Technician
Jody Hickert, Program Technician
Cindy Westervelt, Program Technician

