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Events Calendar:
January 7: Topeka Farm Show
January 8: District Board Meeting
January 14 Winter Ranch Management
Seminar
January 16: Pond Seminar
January 20: Offices Closed for Martin
Luther King Jr. Day

Join us to celebrate another year of working
together and conserving the natural resources of
Douglas County!
Annual Meeting Invitation
You are invited to attend the 68th Annual Meeting of the
Douglas County Conservation District on Tuesday, February
11, 2014.
When:

February 11, 2014

Time:

6:30 p.m.

Location:

4-H Fairgrounds, Building 21
2110 Harper
Lawrence, KS

January 25: Eagles Day Event
January 28-29: No Till on the Plain
Conference
January 30-31: Slice of Ag
February 5: District Board Meeting
February 8: USD497 Science Fair
February 11: Annual Meeting (Open to
Public)
February 13-14: Women Managing the
Farm Conference
February 17: Offices Closed for
President’s Day
March 5: District Board Meeting
March 12: Horse Workshop at Topeka
Roundup Club

The meeting agenda will include the following:
•
•
•
•

Report of district activities and financial affairs for the
prior year
Poster contest winner announcements
Presentation of Kansas Banker’s Awards
Election by secret ballot of qualified electors of two
Supervisors to serve for a term of three years

Dinner will begin at 6:30 p.m. and will be catered by L&M
Catering. Reservations required by February 4, 2014.
Please call the Conservation District at 785.843.4260 to
make your reservation or email Dawn Buehler at
dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net. You may also complete
the reservation form on page 5 of this newsletter and
mail to our office.

To provide leadership and assistance in promoting
individual responsibility for the conservation of
Douglas County natural resources.

~Update from the District ~
Another year is upon us and it’s time to
reflect on accomplishments from the
previous year, and begin planning for the
upcoming year.
The Federal Government Shut Down is
behind us, as well as the first phase of our
move to new office space. Our new staff is
quickly learning the ropes and they become
more productive with every passing week.
The Board of Supervisors has reviewed
progress in our Long Range Plan, and
developed some new goals for the District to
work on in the coming year. Our presence on
Social Media has greatly expanded and we
are making a concerted effort to become less
dependent on paper, and to emphasize onfarm assistance to our landowners and
operators.
We will also be doing quarterly Adult
Education conservation presentations around
the county in the coming year. Watch for
announcements!!

It’s that time of year again!
We are taking Grass Seed Orders!
Although it may seem early, the Natural Resources
Conservation Service recommends seeding dates
for brome and fescue start December 1st and
continue until April 15th. The Native Grass and CRP
mixes are recommended to be seeded from
December 1st through May 15th with March 15th to
May 15th being the ideal time of year. There are
always weather conditions to consider, however if
the conditions allow, now is the right time to start
getting everything ready!
The Conservation District is taking orders for native
grass seed, wildflower seed and grass drilling.
Please stop by our office or call 785.843.4260 to
discuss your needs.

Equipment/Services Available through the Conservation District free of charge:
Prescribed Burn Equipment
* Drip Torch
* Backpack Sprayer
* Flapper

Soil Compaction Meter

Soil Probe

Call or stop by our office today to reserve!

Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is a process; working together is success.
~Henry Ford

To Burn, Or Not To Burn?

By Dusty Tacha, NRCS Rangeland Management Specialist
Natural Resources Conservation Service
South Hutchinson, Kansas
With the recent drought still weighing on the minds and bank accounts of many, there are vital
management decisions to be made moving forward. Many producers had prescribed burns planned during
the past few years for grasslands, and did not conduct those burns because of the extreme dry conditions.
Now sits the question for the upcoming spring: to burn, or not to burn?
The answer to this question hinges on several factors. First and foremost, is the drought really
over? Although many areas received what was really an unseasonable amount of precipitation this fall,
only time will tell if the drought has truly broken. The critical point in this factor with regard to burning will
be what our spring 2014 precipitation looks like. The second factor is what the objectives of the burn are?
How critical is it the burn is done immediately? A third and final important factor is how the grass was
managed during drought.
If spring 2014 moisture is favorable (within 75% of normal for February—April), then burning in
most cases will be acceptable. This is the time frame when our most critical precipitation occurs regarding
grass growth towards health and vigor of the stand. If precipitation is weak during this time period, and
one can afford to once again postpone the burn, then it would be wise to do so.
There are a wide array of burn objectives, and some of them are more time critical than others. The
most critical of situations is a pasture with numerous cedars and hedge trees that are approaching the
borderline size (>5 feet) of fire being an effective tool to control such a woody invasion. If you have this
kind of situation, then you might find it best to accept the risks of a burn and proceed—unless of course we
find ourselves far short on spring precipitation. If conditions seem risky and the objectives of your burn do
not have the above urgency (thatch reduction, etc.), then postponing the burn until a climate pattern
stabilizes is certainly an option.
(Continued)….

(Continued)….
How grass was managed during the drought plays a role in the spring 2014 burn decision from
several angles. First, overgrazing creates weakened root systems, regardless of lacking precipitation.
Drought conditions amplify this situation, weakening roots to a level of very poor plant vigor. If this was
your situation during the drought and a burn can be postponed, then it would be a wise choice to do so,
regardless of spring precipitation. Easing up on grazing pressure, giving plants a chance to rebuild roots
prior to the next burn can pay off in dividends. Second, this past year’s grazing, especially in the latter half
of the season, dictates whether or not there’s even enough fuel to carry an effective fire. We received
some rain late in the season last year. Current fuel loads can be deceiving, as many pastures appear to
have plenty of grass remaining; however, much of this remaining material is seed stalk, not leafy matter
that makes good fuel.
The decision of burning in 2014 weighs on all three factors, and no two situations will likely be the
same. This decision will be clear-cut and easy for some, but will take more weighing of risks and become
very difficult for others. Prescribed burning is an extreme necessity to the preservation of our grassland for
its value as a grazing resource and wildlife habitat. Without this valuable tool, we will continue to see loss
of grassland to woody plant invasion; however, burning must be done with prudence in planning.
If you have questions concerning the decision to burn, or develop a burn plan, please contact your
local NRCS office or conservation district office located at your local county U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Service Center (listed in the telephone book under United States Government or on the internet at
offices.usda.gov). More information is also available on the Kansas Web site at www.ks.nrcs.usda.gov.
Follow us on Twitter @NRCS_Kansas. USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Douglas County Conservation District will be partnering with Kansas Department of
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism, K-State Research & Extension, and the Corps of Engineers to
conduct a Prescribed Burn Demonstration in Spring 2014 at Clinton Lake!
Stay posted for details!

Education Activities with the District!
We offer conservation education programs to
schools in our county. This program emphasizes
the importance of soil and water conservation. The
students learn that everyone is responsible for
conservation of our natural resources no matter if
you live in the city or in the country. The programs
that we offer are free to the school and they
support the teacher’s curriculum. We provide a
hands-on, interactive learning experience.
Some of the most recent events that we have
provided include:
•

•

•

Hillcrest Elementary Extended Learning
Opportunities. This event occurs twice a
month. The children did a scavenger hunt
and learned about the components of
habitats. They also did a nature journal and
learned about finding things outside to put
into the journal. They have done everything
from the scavenger hunts (big hit!) to
cutting up apples to see how much of the
earth is comprised of soil.
Eudora High School Day on the Farm Event.
We taught the FFA students how to present
the edible aquifer presentation. This
program reached about 140 Eudora 2nd
graders.
New York Elementary first grade class
learned about the water cycle.

We are always looking for ways to reach more of
the children in the county, so if you have any ideas
or events that you would like to see us attend,
please contact Jenica Nelson at the office at
785.843.4260 or email her at
jenica.nelson@ks.nacdnet.net.

Education is the
most powerful
weapon which you
can use to change
the world.
~Nelson Mandela

2014 K-State Beef Cattle Winter Ranch
Management Seminar
When:

January 14, 2014

Where:

Lighthouse Presbyterian Church
Paola, KS

Cost:

$10/person due January 8th

This seminar will discuss topics over the beef
cattle industry – nutrition, supplementation, and
forage management, pasture management,
reproduction considerations, and several other
applicable subjects in the beef cattle industry.
Hosted by: K-State Research & Extension offices
from Johnson, Linn and Miami Counties
RSVP: Miami County 913.294.4306
Linn County 913.795.2829
Johnson County 913.715.7000

Women Managing the Farm Conference
When:

February 13-14, 2014

Where:

Hilton Garden Inn
Manhattan, KS

This conference is to aid women who are helping
to grow the nation’s food supply whether by
design, marriage or inheritance. Learn more
online at www.womenmanagingthefarm.info or
call 866-FARMKSU (866-327-6578).

2013 Kansas Banker’s Association Awards

No-Till On The Plains ~ Winter Conference

The 2013 Kansas Bankers Association Conservation
Awards Program recognizes farmers and ranchers
who have completed projects to improve
environmental quality or conserve natural
resources, such as soil, water, wildlife and energy.
This program is co-sponsored by Kansas Bankers
Associates, K-State Research and Extension, Kansas
Department of Wildlife and Parks, and the Douglas
County Conservation District.

January 28-29, 2014
Salina, Kansas

The conservation awards are given in the following
categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Soil Conservation
Water Quality
Energy
Wildlife
Buffer
Grassland

This year’s winners will be announced at the
upcoming Annual Meeting of the Douglas County
Conservation District on February 11, 2014.
This program is a wonderful opportunity to
recognize some of the landowners in Douglas
County that have worked hard for conservation!
Thank you …when we all work together, great
things can happen!

Free Soil Test!
Free soil tests are available to Douglas County
residents at K-State Research & Extension located
at 2110 Harper, Lawrence, KS. Stop by with 2 cups
of soil in a zip lock bag and they will help you
complete the paperwork! Funding provided by a
grant from Douglas County Conservation District.
Call the Extension office at 785.843-7058 for more
information!

Visit www.notill.org for more information or
contact our office!

Join us for a free Farm Pond Seminar!
Date:

Thursday, January 16, 2014

Time:

6:00 p.m.

Location:

Douglas County Fairgrounds
Building 21 North
2110 Harper St.
Lawrence, KS

Learn About:
• Aquatic weed and algae identification
• Methods and timing of chemical
treatments
• Grass carp, aeration, and avoiding oxygen
depletion
• Fish management
• Pond location, construction and
maintenance
• Common pond problems
• Wildlife issues
• Permits for ponds
A meal will be provided at 6:00 p.m. Please RSVP
by January 13 by calling our office or emailing
Dawn Buehler at dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net.
Hope to see you there!

The Douglas County Conservation District Board of
Supervisors meets the first Wednesday of each month
at the USDA Service Center. If you have any
questions or comments for the Board of Supervisors,
or suggestions for this newsletter, please call
785.843.4260.

Cost-Share Sign-up is Coming!

~E-Newsletter~

Time to mark your calendar and start thinking
about upcoming projects. Sign-up will run May 1,
2014 through June 15, 2014.

Due to increasing budget constraints as well as
conservation of natural resources, the District is
moving towards using the electronic version of our
newsletter. We will continue to send paper but
encourage those than can to sign up for the electronic
version.

The Division of Conservation (DOC) administers
state cost-share programs through the
Conservation District, which provide landowners
financial assistance to implement approved
conservation practices. Funding for the Water
Resource Cost-Share program is provided by the
DOC from the Kansas Water Fund.
All cost-share practices are required to be built to
DOC approved standards and specifications are
based primarily on USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) Field Office
Technical Guide Standards and Specifications.
Call us to discuss how we can help you with your
conservation practices!

Upcoming Free Event….
(meal included – call to register)
Horse Workshop at Topeka Roundup Club
When:

March 12, 2014

Time:

6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Where:

Topeka Roundup Club

Live demonstrations by Terry Champagne will be
given on training techniques, especially a green
horse. Pasture reclamation and pond
information will be provided. Call the Shawnee
County Conservation District at 785.220.0637 by
March 5 for reservations including a free meal
provided by Premier Farm & Home, LLC.

Please send an email to Dawn Buehler at
dawn.buehler@ks.nacdnet.net providing your contact
information and email address or sign-up on our
website at www.douglasccd.com. Thank you for
supporting our conservation efforts!

RSVP for 68th Annual Meeting of DCCD
No. Attending: __________
Douglas County Conservation District’s
Annual Meeting on Tuesday, February 11, 2014
at 6:30 p.m. at the Douglas County Fairgrounds,
Building 21, located at 2110 Harper, Lawrence,
Kansas. RSVP by February 4, 2014.
Name:_____________________________
Phone:_____________________________
Find Us Online:
Website: www.douglasccd.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/douglasccd
Follow us for quick up to date information!

Douglas County Conservation District
Located in the USDA Service Center:
4920 Bob Billings Pkwy, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
Phone: 785.843.4260, ext. 3
Fax: 1.855.703.6403
District Manager: James.Weaver@ks.nacdnet.net
District Secretary: Dawn.Buehler@ks.nacdnet.net
Education & Outreach: Jenica.Nelson@ks.nacdnet.net

Douglas County Conservation District
4920 Bob Billings Parkway, Suite A
Lawrence, KS 66049
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DOUGLAS COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Funding provided by the State Conservation Commission through appropriation from the Kansas Water Plan Fund. All
programs and services of the Conservation District are available to anyone without regard to race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, age or handicap.

Board of Supervisors:
Mike Flory, Chairman
Ron Reed, Vice Chair
Leland Whaley, Secretary
Steve Wilson, Treasurer
Luke Ulrich, Member

District Personnel:
Jim Weaver, District Manager
Dawn Buehler, District Secretary
Jenica Nelson, Education & Outreach

Douglas County Conservation District
785.843.4260 ext. 3
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.,
Monday – Friday

Natural Resources Conservation Service:
Coleen Davison, Acting DC
Tim Miller, Resource Conservationist

Farm Service Agency: 785.843.4260 ext. 2
Johnathon Alley, County Executive Director
Debbie Chappelle, Program Technician
Jody Hickert, Program Technician
Cindy Westervelt, Program Technician

